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1*T'Har the eye 1s the inſtrument of 
wantonnefſe,gluttony ,and covc- 
toulneſle, 

2 How Idolatry hath a kinde of ne- 
ceflary dependance upon the eye, 

3 Howpride is begotten and nouri» 
ſhed by the eye. 

4 Thatofrenliceing 1s the meanes to 
draw bo:hthings and perſons into 
contempr. 

5 How curioſity and prying into 0- 
ther mens bulincſle is bred and 
maintained bythe eye» 

6 Of bewitching by the eye. 

7 How the ol hd of che 
body is vccaſioned by che eye. 

$8 Howthe eye was thechiefe occaſt- 
on of origimall ſinneand of cxam- 
ples in aſl theſe miſchiefes which 
formerlyare proved to ariſe from it, 

9 Ofthefalſe report which the ey 
makes to the innerfaculrics in the 
apprchcnſion of naturall things, 

10 Agenerall diſcourſe of the deluſi- 
on of the eye by arrificiall meanes, 
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asallo by the paſſion of the minde. 

11 Of the deluſion of the ſight in par 
ticular by the immediate working 
of the divell, 

12 Of thedelufion of the fight by the 
inchantmenrs ot (orcerers 

1 3 Of the deluſion of the light by the 
exorcilmes of conjurers. 

14 Or thedeluſion of rhe fight by the 
knavery and impoſture of Prieſts 
and Friars. 

15 Of thedeluhon of the fight bythe 
diſtemper of the braine. 

16 Of thedelubon of the ſighe by the 
{ſmooth carriage of Hypocrites, 

17 Of the delvbcn of the fight by | 
ſtratagems of warre, * 

18 Of the deluſion of the ſ1zhe by 
painting. 

19 That the eycs(erue not onely as 
trecherous porters and falſe repor- 
cerSinnaturall & artificiallthings, 
but alſo as ſecret intclligencers tor 
diſcovering the paſſions of the 
minde, and diſeaſes of the body. 

20 Of the infinite diſeaſes &caſualrics 
whichthe eyeit ſelf is (ubjeRunto, 

21 Thattheeye is not ſo uſcfullfor 

the gathering-of knowledge , as is 

pretended; whether we conſider it 
abſolutely in irfc}fc, or reſpectively 
in 
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in regard of hearing. 

22 Containing an antwer to an objc- 
Rion that man alone h1th therefore 
given him an upright figure of bo- 
dy to the end hee mizht behold che 
hcavens. 

23 Setting downe at lirge the hin- 
derances of the cyc in the {cvice of 
God, 

24 That ſuppoling the ſight did not 
hinder, yet is it proved that- it fur- 
thers little inthe mater of rehigiong 
together with the particular an» 
ſwers toſundry objeCions, 

25 That the popiſh religionconfitts 
more ineye (ervicc then the refor- 
med, 

6 That the fizht of the creaturehel- 
perh us little 1a the true knowiedge 
of God. | 

27 That the ey: of the ſence failing, 
that of the underſtanding ad {pirir 
waxe morecleare, 
$ Treating of divers priviledges of 

S blind men. 

eg That bhnde men need not com- 
plaine of the want of pleaſures, e» 
ſpecially the (cnſe of many grietes, 
being by blindacſle much leſsned, 
which is proucd by the ſtrong im- 
pceffion of thoſe objetts which to 
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the inner faculties areprelented by 
the eye. 

30 That blinde men need not com 
plaine of their diſabiliry in ſerving 
the common wealth which is pro 
ved byſome reaſons but chiefly b 
examplesinall kindes 

31 A Concluſion of the whole dif 
courle by way of meditation or ſo 
liloquie. 
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s piof That the eye u 4 ſpecial inflyu- 
fly by ment of wantonne(ſe, gluttony, 
» ach and covetonſneſſe. 

or ſo-yf FLEPAR, Hough many and 


8p Fg) ſingular be the com- 
$2 mendations of the 
S252 natureand frame of 
the eye, and the ule of it in the 
ordinary courſe of life be no 
lefle divers then excellent aſ- 
well for profit as delight, yet 
the dangerous abuſes which a« 
riſe from it not rightly guided, 
are (o generall and almoſt inſe- 
1 perable,that it may juſtly grow 
toa diſputable queſtion whe- 
ther wee ſhould more regard 
the benefit of nature inthe one, 
_> | or the hazard of grace and ver- 
7? tuein the other. For if we con- 
{ ſider the teſtimony of ſcrip- 
| A. 4. ture, 
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ture, and current of times, we 
ſhall meet with more example 
of running into miſchiefe b 
the ſuggeſtios of this one ſenſ; 
and more praiers,and precept 
bent againſt the abuſe of it,the 
any of the reſt ſeverally, or a 
of them joyntly ; the ſame be 
ing often taken(as well in (cr! 
prure, as in common ſpeech 
for all the other fourc,as S. Au 
guſtine hath wittily obſerue 
in his 113 Epiſtle, for wee ſa 
not onely ſec how it ſhines bu 
, ſeehow itſounds, fee how | 
taſtes,ſee how ir feels, ſee hoy 
it ſmels;and the ſame godly f: 
ther hath - written an entir 
chapter of this ſubje& in hi 
booke of confeſſions, which h 
intitles the allurement of th 
eyes. His words are ſo {weet: 
and fo fit for the preſent pur 
poſe, that I cannct paſle b 
them without ſetting downe 


pat 


The vanity of the Eye. 3” 
part of them , howbeit they 
zannot but looſe much of their 

grace 1 rendring . CMme eye 1 iQ. 
long: to look, wpon beautifull, and c.; 4. 

- the Y4riou ſhapes freſh,and pleaſant 

or all co/onrs, but let not theſe poſſeſſe 

my mindelet God poſſeſſe 1t,who 
-Mindeed made theſe things very 

good but he onely ts my good, not 
theſe;and whiles I ſpeaks theve- 

-rucd{ 91 am miſerably intangled, but  , 
efay}t22% ( O Lord ) doeſt free mee 
s bur 2*1cifully. Hence David ha» 
>2w ic ving praied God to turne his 
how hart tothe Keeping of his te- 
ſtimonics, immediatly addeth, 
turne away mine eyes (O Lord) 
rom regarding vanity, as ſap» 
poſing this latrer the readieft 
Fmecanes, and beſt way for the 
attaining the formet. But ob 
ſeppeth yer one degree+fur- 
ther, from a prayer toa vow. 
I bane made a covenart with C3p-31. 
mine eye,why then ſhould I looks ** ** 
A5 on 


Pal. 119. 
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en a maid? And,which is more 
froma vow to an imprecation, 
If mine heart haue walked after 
mine eyelet me ſow, and let ans- 
ther eate , yea let my plants be 
rooted ont. Aﬀter theſe holy 
men of God came Salomon, be» 
hind them indeed in time, but 
before them in wiſdome, who 
being partly by a ſpeciall illu- 
mination from heaven, & part- 
ly by his owne great experi- 
ence, layeth downe this poſiti-» 
on,as arule without exception, 
T hine eyes ſhall look upon ſtrange 
women, & thine heart ſhall ſpeak 
lewd things. And in another 
place, Gaze not on 4 maid, leaſt 
thoa fall by that that is precious 
i her.T urne away thine eye frons 
a beautifull woman,and looke not 
thou wpon otbers beauty for many 
haut periſhed by the beanty. of 
women, and throwgh it loue 
kinaled as a fire, W hercupon $. 

Peter | 


er 


bh OO ,- _— 
"EIS, 


«- OP as ww 
F 


dl. ritd..A + EE Et. 4H 4G & ; 


HP TY) 


Peter marking out unto us the 
badges and cognizanſes of falſe 
teachers,forgers not this one a- 
mong the reſ{tmoſt notorious. 
Having eyes full of adultery, aud 

that _ = to A _— 
wee ſce the very chaire, and 
throne of adultery to be ſeated 
inthe cie:howbeit it be intruth 

but the paſſage, & pipe to con= 

vey it tothe ſoule.'The word in; 

the originall is fnll of an. adul- 
rereſſc 7 a phraſe of ſpeech uſual. 

in holy writ for the ful expre{- 

ſmg of the ſuperlatine degree)) 
which ſome interpret to be 
meant of the pupill of the eye, 

and the rather for-that the La» 
tin,& Grecke giue it the name. 

of a young maid, and the He- 
brew.and Spaniſh tearme it the. 
daughter of the eye. To pro» 

__ , our Saviour.in the Go» 

ſpell 2firmeth that, Fhoſoever 1c. ,, 
locketh after a womas 10 luſt afs 


ery 


e Ee. 

ter ber,hath committed adulter) 
with her already in hs heart, 
where I doubr not bur luſting 
even upon herelay w:;thout 
looking, 1s no lefſe juſtifiable; 
yet it pleaſed ourSaviour to in 
ſ{tznce.in lookingas wel know- 
ing himlelfe, & withall inten» 
ding to make us know,thatlu. 
ſting for the moſt part fol- 
lowes looking. Which the ve- 
ry heathens wel underſtanding 
in the dedication of the ſeve. 
rall parts of mans body their 
ſeverall gods, and goddeſſes,as 
the cares to Minerva, the 
rongue ro Merenry,the arms to 
Neptune, they leaue the eye to 
( »pid their god of lult,as being 
the fitteſt for his uſe, the pro- 
verbe holding alike in inordi- 
nate luſt, as in ordinary loue, 
out of ſ1ght out of mind. Foras 
the fingerever waits on griefe; 
ſo doth the eic on loue. Whece 

in 
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nthe greek the ſame word on- 
y by the change of a vowell 
1enificth both to ſee, and to {51,80 
oue,and as they come neere 11 
ame,ſfo (faith P/ntarch ) their L.5 ſymp. 
ognation , and ſympathy is 
n nature {ſo marvellous, that 
hey ſeeme not to underſtand 
he Rrength,& force of it, who 
onder at the property of a 
haulky brimſone mentioned 
by Pliny, which ſnatchcth fire Lib. 2.cap. 
to It lelte though removed tro '®5: 
It by a competent diſtance, the 
eyes drawing it to the ſoule 
(which is not ſo much where ir 
liveth, as where it loveth) in a 
far larger diſtance,& by a nim- 
bler kinde of working : upon 
which conſideration, Valerins Lib.2.c.1, 
Aax.fitly cals the eyes the ſpies 
which lie in ambuſh for the un- 
dermining of her mens marria- 
pes, & Alexander uſing a diffc= 
[rent phraſe ſhort at the ſame 
marke, 


ta Alex, 


; Rodog. l, 
3-- Cap. 38, 


Plut.in vj- ſcan maids,the greefes of the eye; 


j VARu! J 0 f ye. 
marke,when he named the P 


& thereupon 1n my judgme 
hee juſtly refuſcd that D ars 
wife (whoſe beauty the Mac 
donians ſo much admired 
ſhould bee once brought inte 
his preſence, as fearing leaſt hy 
that had manfully ſubdued ſc 
many nations,ſhould in the end 
himſelfe be ſhamefully conque 
red at the fight of a woman; 
which was alſo the reaſon, as 
{uppoſe,that Procopius the Em 
perour went alwayes with his 
eyes fixed on the ground, This 
{ſenſe being therefore rightly 
rearmed by Mercurin T reſme 
giſt the tyrant, or butcher © 
reaſon, leading it caprtiue in tri- 
umph, & delivering it overas a 
priſonertothe lower faculties, 
forcing it of a Queene, and mi- 
ſtrefle to become an homager, 
and baſe vaſſal,being then none 
other», 
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therwiſe harkened unto , or 
Woſerved,thena magiſtrate in a 
ate ſhaken,and torne with ci» 
ill diſcords,to which purpoſe 
he fathers bring thoſe rwo 

daſſages of Jeremy , pertinent 
Snough in regard of the mar- 
cr, but whether naturall from 


another place, Death hath cli- 

ed up by the windowes, for by 
Ihe eyes (faith ( lemens Alexan- 
_—_ drinw lone firſt entreth the liſts 
. Yto challenge combate with reaſon, 
| Bhat being it which ts firſt tain« 
"YBred before any other part of the 
body be corrupted: And therefore 
the comedians (ſaith he bring in 
on the ftage the wanton Sarda- 
wapali ſitting iv an ivory chaire, 
reaching out his band for bis pure 
ple, cafting hu eye in every cor- 
ner, his concluſion is that it is a 


fall 


he text I doubt? (Mine eje Lam. 3.31 
bath devoured my heart) and in Proph. 9. 9 


Lib $5.ped. 


matter of Icfſe conſequence to - 
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fall by rhe foot, then by the eye 
ſince the one is only dangerou 
to the body ; bur the other to 
both body and ſoule. Let u 
then for preventing this mf 
chiefe, imbrace the graue ad 
viſc of S. Gregory : Bridle th 
{oule((aith he )for feare that un 
adviſedly running ut fall not up: 
onthe ſight of that which may ſti 
it to luſt, leaſt afterwards being 
hood- winks t begin to covet that 
which it ſaw,&- ſo im the purſuire 
of things viſible , it make ſhip- 
wracke of inviſible graces. How 
many haue we ([cene and heard 
of, who after the fight of wo. 
men haue grown peeviſh? and 
ſome ſtarke mad, others haue 
raifed armies, and razed whole 
Cities and Townes to make a- 
way their competitoars, & at 
tength hane laid violent hands 
on themſclues ? Nay if wee 
procced yet one ſtep farther in 


rip- 
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 Iripping up , and ſearching our 
kn. the abuſe of the eye, wee ſhall 


© Yeafily diſcover-ttto bee an 1m- 
" "I mcdiare inſtrument, not onely 
p F: of wantonnes, bur of gluttony, 
= covetouſnes,theft, idolatry,je- | 
_ , louſie,pride,contempr, *envy, 5Plal.r14 
' witchcraft, and in a manner of 2 651 
"##{the whole rebellion, & apoſta» ,s, * * 
"P'Jſic, aſwell of the body , as the Ecclef. 144 
ſer mind. Which aſſertion though v- 8. 
ps it ſceme large , and by conſe- 
- <<: quence bold; yet I find the way 
wire . 
Bb chau}ked out unto it by Grege» 
ry Niſſene in his expoſition up- 
onthe Lords prayer,in the arti« 
cle of lead us not into temptation. 
For the firſt thei) of theſe par» 
ticulars, Salomon giues an Ccx- 
cellent precept, Looke not thou 
(faith he) #pon the wine-when it Pc0-23.13 
i red, and when he ſhewes his co- 
1d lour in the cup, in the end thereof 
51 5t will bite like a ſerpent, & bart 
like a cockatrice, and in another 
place, 


- | 
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Eccl.31.13 place, fretch not ont thine ha 
where ſoever thine eye looketh,e | 
thruſt it not with ut snto the dil 
as giving therby to underſtand 
that inteperate powring dow 
ſtrong drink & inordinate de 
vouring delicious meates, ati 
ſeth oftner from the greedin 
and uncontent of the eye, thet 
from any reall want, or deſir: 
of the appetite. For the ſecondg: 
the ſame Salomon in anothed] 
lace maketh it as cleare as thi 
} Eccleſ, 4, former.Theve © one alone (fait! 
v0. he)& there 1 not a ſecond;whict 
hath neither ſonne ner brother 
yet i there noend of all bu ty 
vell, nor can bis eye be ſatisfic 
with riches, noting the chiefe 
cauſe of the reſtlefle dſconten 
of the mind,and needlefle ſper 
ding of the body to ariſe fro 
the inſatiableneſſe of the eye 
Beeleſ, 1. The rave being never filled with 
v8. beariag nox the ee ſatisfied wit 


een; 
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ering, for 4 coverons mans eye Eccleſ.13* 
bath never enough for a portion, "+9 
nd his wicked malice withereth 
"Þs owne ſaute, which the devill 
vell underſtanding in his laſt, 

nd hotteſt aſſault upon our Sa» 
riour,tempted him by the eye, 

ſhewing him all the bing- Mat, 4 v.T ; 
ome s of the world,and the glory 
Bf them. W hich word no f 2-4 
'Þsexpreſly addedto fignifiethe 
"Fchict bait, by which che temp- 
Ter had well hoped to haue 


Fcaught our Saviour. 


AS. 2 


ow Idolatry hath a hind of ne- 
ceſſary dependance upon the eye. 


Had thought to haue paſſed 

over in filence the reft of 
«I*boſe particular vices , which 
©1flow from the eye,without any 
"Afrther opening of them, only 
a contenting my ſelfe to haue 
4 pointed 


| , 


_ 


Steph. in 
Theſ, 
Zan. de 

| Red. lib.z, 


cap.17, 
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pointed at them , vvith ſome 
brick references inthe margine 
but upon farther ſearch,1 found 
ſome of them, and thoſe of the 
higher degree to depend upon 
the ſight ina more neceſlary,& 
immediate manner, then at the 
firſt I conecived : among the 
chiefeſt of which ranke is Ido- 
latry, which as it had his origi- 
nall from the eye, ſo is it 101] 
nouriſhed by the ſame,the very 
name giving us to underſtand 
that primarily,and properly ir 
the nature of the word,it is no- 
thing elſe but the repreſentati- 
on of ſomewhar, in a mdterial 
ſhape, apprehended bye eye 
& adored by the mindMWphence 
it is in my judgement that a- 
mong all theſe 1dolarrous nati- 
ons, which worſhipped falſe 
gods,and went a whoring after 
their owae inventions, aſcr1- 
bing the honour due to the 
creatour, 
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Frcatour,to ſome creature; the 
reateſt part haue ever conſens 
d in worſhipping the hoaſt of 
+ rþ.caven,the Sun, the Moone, or 
e Stars, which among all crea- 
res the eye moſt admircth, 
ddelighteth in,as the £gypes- 
the Aſſyrians,the Phanics- 
the Aedes,the Maſſagetes, 
e Perſians, and in a word, as 
acrobirs bath learnedly ob- 
rved all the heathen;howbeit $awurn. 1. 
iey differed much about the 10.c. 21. 
names of their gods, yet really, 
Þd indeed they conſented in 
e worſhip of ſome of theſe, 
me thinkes for this preſent 
rpole, 'tis worth the confi- 
ingthatthey which heldthe 
n for their God, adored him 
vt at noone day, walking then 
als Þ 2 gyant in his full ſtrengrh, 
frer $2 to be gazed on ; bur either 
riſing or talling,becaule then 
ce appeares moſt glorious ” 
rene 
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the eye; & the greateſt part 
riſing, becauſe his glory aft, 


the darknes is moſt acceptablg 
to the ſight, it being therefor 

compared by the Plalmiſt, 1 

riſing, to a bridegroome co 

ming forth of his chamber 
who in paſſing by draws every 
mans eyes after him. For thifhf 
E:z.20,7,8 cauſe doth God by his Propheſ 
call the Idols of £gypr the aboſ: 
mination of the eyes,ewice withp! 
in the copaſle of 2 verſes, & iqþ! 
Verl. 29 the 15 of Nwm-you ſhall not ſelf; 

aſter your owne heart, noy aft 
your 'owne eyes , after which yo 
goe a whoring,but that of Exodh1 
4.15. Is in my judgentent yet much: 
ficter for this preſent diſcourſÞ 
take therfore good heed unto youſys 

ſelues , for you ſaw no image 

the day that the Lord ſpake un 

Jouin Horeb, out of the mid(} i 


the fire,that yee corrupt not youſe 
ſelnes and make 4 graven imag 
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repreſentation of figure, and 
aft thou lift up thine eyes to hea- 


dex, and when thou ſeeſt the Sun, 
Is the Moone, the Stars,with 
tl the hoaſt of beaven, ſhouldeſt 
drive toworſhip them. Which 
prds in the weakeſt appre- 
FKnſion at firſt view,cannotbut 

force a very powerfull, and 
Miaec operation of the eye, in 
boeFawing the minde from the 
thÞntemplation ofthe faireſt vi- 
£1ÞÞle creatures, to the fowleſt 
all ſinmes, if it finde not the 
e of God, and the ſenſe of 
ue religion plantedin it.I will 
Snclude this poynt with that 
table ſperch of 7ob;where a- 
ne the reſt of his imprecari- 
$ upon himfelfe, he inferteth 
did behold the ſunne when it 
mined, or the moone walking in 
ft of brightneſſe , this bad beene 
onpqnitie to be condemned , for 1 


«74d denied the God abone;which 


words 


17 


31.26, 
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words the common ſtreame of 
interpreters underſtand to bee 
meant of thg danger of falling 
into this ſpirituall fornication, 
& ſinning againſt the Creator, 
by too much doring upon, anc 
admiring the beauty of tholc 
glorious creatures. 


SAP $3. 


How pride « begotten, and nou 
riſhed by the eye. 


F2 e next particular that of 
fers it ſelfe worthy conli 


.deration is pride, which in nc 


thing ſhewes it ſelfe more, the 
in the pompe, & magnificenc 
of masks,pageants, triumphes 
monuments, theaters, amphi 
theaters : 1 ſpeake not again( 
their lawfull uſe, but of their 

buſe: whenthey tye the eye i 
ſuch manner untothem,as the 
withdraw the minde from t 
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» off contemplation of that glory, 
which neither Pretor,nor { on« Tom.3,. 
ſull can exhibit ( as S. ( yprien ©P- 1 
ſpeaks)but he only fro whom, 
& by whom we ltue, & moue; 
The like may as juſtly be faid 
J of giving of alines to be (cen of 
men,of all manner of exceſſe in 
building, in houſhold ſtuffe, in 
apparell, as well for matter, as 
faſhion. Of which the Prophet @,. 
Eſay hath named ſome, taken the 
up by the women of his time. 
J 4s the ornament of the ſlippers, 
the' calls, the round tires, the 
bracelets,the bonnets,the tablets, 
the earings,the wimples,the criſ- 
ping pinnes, the fine linnen, the 
J/aunes, of all which ſurely the 
—_— partare deviſed rather 
infor pleaſing the eye, then for 
uſe either in covering naked» 
neſſe,or in guarding the body, 
againſt ſcorching heat, or pin= 
chingcold, ſome notwithſtan- 
Lak B ding 
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ding there are, wbo inſteed of 
purchaſing the applauſe, & ad- 
miration, they perſue, incurre 
the cenſure which the Anemo» 
lian Embaſſadors fonndamong 
the Vtopians, who as Sir Th, 
Moore (ets it downe thinking 
to dazle the eyes of the poore 
Vropians, with the luſter, and 
gliſtering of their chaines, and 
precious ſtones, the children 
playing in the ſtreets, tooke 
them for great boyes, which 
had not yet laid aſide their 
brouches, and bables; the wo« 
men for the Embaſſadors je- 
ſters,&the men for their ſlaues 
or ſervats,ſaluting thoſe which 
were ſo-indeed,inſtead of their 
maſters , but miſliking the 
chains,&bracelets,as being too 
little, & too looſe, which by that 
meanes might eafily either be 
| broken of caſt off. But in this 
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point, mee thinkes tis worthy ſſh 


. ſpeciall 


Y 
e 
d 
d 
n 
(- 
h 
ir 
J- 


T he vanity of the Eye. 


ſpeciall conſideration, that na- 
ture having fo framed the eye, 
as it can neither behold it ſelfe, 
nor the face, in which it is ſer, 
yet haue men invented for the 
ſupplying of that uſe looking- 
glaſſes,as the artificiall eyes of 
pride; the eye being as it were 
aliving looking-glaſſe, & the 
looking-glaſſe againe a dead 
eye, by meanes whereof many 
Narciſſus like become enamo- 
red of themſelues, by too too 
much admiring their owne 
beauty, or Pigmalion-like fall 
in loue with their owne 1ma- 
pes, or onthe other ſide, with 
To,and Aeon in the fable,ſtand 
amazed at the uglines of their 
own ſhapes;8&ſomertimes with 
the Camell,and Bacephalus (in 
ſtories ) grow inraged at the 
fight of their own ſhadows.In 


ais which kind, I remember l haue 


all 


hy Fhcard, of a young Gn 
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of this Vniverſlity, who being 
newly recovered fro the ſmall 
pox, . and by chance ſeeing the 
change of his face ina looking- | 
elaſſe,for mcere griete tell into 
arelapſe,and within ſhort time 
died. And ſure I am perſwaded, 
that the uſc of it in the art of 
ſeeing, 1s not of ſuch conſe- 
quence as it can 1n any. fort 
countervaile the damage ari- |: 
ſing from it, inthe art ofman- 
ners, neither are there by it (o 
many ſtaines and blemiſhes 
diſcovered in the face, as im-» 
printed in the ſoule, 


CAP. 4. 


T hat often ſeeing ts the meanes 
to draw both things, and per- 
ſons into contempr. 


He 5 conſiderable po 


. 4 culariscontempt,whenceſ; 
it 1s that thoſe things which} 
we 
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wee mult feare and reverence; 
are moſt remoued from our 
ſight as God, and the Divell, 
heaven,and hell ,among the Pas 
piſts the relicks of theirSaints, 
&inthce/£gyptianTemples the 
god which the worſhip. For 
which cauſe alfo, (as I ſuppoſe) 
God himſelte conſidering the 
weaknes of man in this behalf, 
in the Leviticall law comman- 
ded, that none ſhould enter in- 
to the holicſt of all, ſaue onely 
the high Prieſts alone, and that 
once in the ycare only :and ups 
onthe ſame ground, no doubt 
it is, that the great Turke ſuf- 
fers not his ſubjes to looke 
him in the face , when they 
ſpeake unto him;and that thoſe 
Eaſterne Princes, the Duke of 
#ſcovia, the great Cham of 
artary, and Prefter John (as 
Boteria and Paulus Venetas res 
port) preſent them(ſelucs to be 
B3 ſcene 
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ſcen of their ſubjes but once, 
ortWice in the yeare at molt; 
as well remembring that pre- 
ſence much weakneth report; 
and that foure good mothers 
bring forth foure bad daugh- 
ters: vertae,envy; peace,idle- 
neſſe;truth, batred;and familia- 
rity, contempt. To this effect is 
alſo that excellent diſdourſe 
which { ommerns hath in his ſc 
cond booke, to proue that en» 
terviews betweene great Prin» 
ccs for the moſt part proue 
more dzngerous then profts 
table. The examplcs he brings, 
hapened al in his own time, & 
ſome of them himſelfe had bin 
preſent at, as that betweene 
Edward the 4" King of Eng- 
land, and Lewes the 11 King 
of France, and of the reſt, had 
he beene credibly informed. 
Among which, the firſt and 
chiefel for our purpoſe, isthat 


which 
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which was held betweene the 


7 fornenamed Lewes, and Hen ”} 
e. | King of Caftsle,in the concluſt- 
c- | 2nof which thoſe two confe- 
rs | derate nations( faith he) began 


to {coffe and jeſt cach at other; 
the King of Caſtile was defor- 
med, and weake of behaviour, 
and the French miſliked his 
apparell whercfore they deri- 
dedhim : Againe the French 
Kg wore bis _— very 

ſhort, and marveilous uncome 
Iy, and was ſometimes clad in 
very courſc cloth, and beſides 
wore an old hat,diftcring from 
the reſt of his company,andan 
image of lead upon it, where 
the C aſtilians jeſted, as if this 
proceeded from baſeneſſe; ſo 
that theſe two kingsbeing ever 
before this enterview confe- 
derates,and good friends, pare 
ted diſcontent on both ſides & 
never loued hartily after that 
B 4 meeting, 
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meeting. Notwithſtanding IÞþ 
deny not; ibut that there may 
be a Salomon, the very light of 
whom may adde much to hear- 
fay,and report,asthe Queen of 
Saba whocameto ſee himwit- 
neſfeth, intheſe words, It was 

{ faith ſhes )a rrwe word which I 
heard in mine own country of thy 
w3ſdome and of thy ſaying s,hows 
brit I beleeved not their. report 
gntill I came, and mine eyes bads 
ſeene it. The like iſſue had that 
renouned enterview ( it I may 
ſo tearm it)atthe king of Den- 
marke his comming over,toſec 
his Majeſty, the true Solomon 
of this age, of whom I may as 
juſtly ſay, that his preſence in 
this Vniverſity, bred a greater 
admiration,andreverence then 
the report which was ſent be- 
fore him, which howbeit ith 
were alwoſt beyond credit, yet 
tus preſence much u—_— 

c 
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IÞ-4 it. But howſoever ſome one 
ch Phenix may ariſe in an 
of zge, yet for the moſt - part 
which arrs,& precepts onely 
of &-onfider ) I durſt confidently 
Imaintaine my firſt poſition , 
4 rounded aſwell upon reafon, 
[ks common experience , that 
by preſence much weakneth re- 
y- Dort, and diminiſheth reve- 
Ft Frence, aſwell towards perſons 
id bis things. 


ly CAP.9$. 


 BHow curiofity and prying mto 0 
nl thir mens buſineſſe is bred,and 
wy maintained by the eye. 


cr he ſixth particular 1s curi- 
J) ofity, for ſuch is the con- 
e- Sdition of molt men, that al- 
it though nature have ſeared the 
ct Neve in the inner chamber of 
i fIthe face, yet are they pryingal- 
qd Bs - Waics 
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wales into other mens buſi. 
neſſe;ſharp ſightedas Eagles in 
cenſuring other mens actions, 
but bats, & moles intheir own, 
Not unlike thoſe witches cal. 
led Lamie of whom Platarch 
ſpeaks in his booke of curioſi- 
ty, who were wont to put up 
their eyes ina box whiles they 
ſtayed at home and never ſet 
them in their heads till they 
were going abroad. Inſomuch 
that the oracle of truth ir ſclfe, 
hath pronounced it for truth, 
that thoſe who can ſee a moate in 
their brothers eye,cannot yet dif+ 
cerne 4 beame in their owne, and 
the ſecond wiſe man that ever 
lined, hath laid it downe for a 
maxime, that 4 w/e mans eye 
are in bis head , but a fooles are 
peping in at exery window:which 
teflon it ſcemes Antonmmws th 
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uſi-fJin another mans houſe, 'twas 
es inflifreely rold him, that it became 
ons, Jaguelt (as he was) inthat place 
wn. ſto be deafe,& blinde;to which 
cal. purpoſe wereadal{ointhe ads 
erchþj of the Apoſtles, that our Savi- 
ofi-four being taken up in acloud, Cp.1.ro., 
 upſout of their ſight , they were 
hey checked by the Angels,for ga- 
ſet} zing curiouſly after him,andin 
heya kinde of reproofe (tiled with 
ach{the name of men of Galle. Yet 
lfe, more memorable is that in- | 
th, ance out of the booke of Sa-. .. 6. rg, 
in wwel, where 'tis ſaid: that che 
Lo Lord [mote the men of Bethſhe- 
nd weſb becanſe the looked in- 
rerff tothe Arke, and as tis added in 
Tr aff the text for that very fat, hee 
flew among the people fifty thou= 
ar} ſand bo & 10 men. But fora 
leaſant example in this kind,[ 
venot met with any aniwe- _ 
enl rable to that of Rablau,who re+ on Z+ 
urf ports that Pope /obnthe 22 he». *F 354. 
1 wg 
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ing in France & paſſing by the I 
niinery of Fonthenrant,the Ab- 
beſſe with her nuns preſented © 
unto him a ſupplication that it 
might be lawful & ſufficient for 
the to confeſle one to another, 
{ince many fecrets fell out 'a- 
mong the whichthey durſt nov 
either for ſhame, or feare,truſt 
the Prieſts withall ; The Pope 
gaue them the hearing, & told 
them he would conſider of the 
matter;&at his departure deli- 
vers to the Abbefle a little box 
{in which he had put a Linnot ) 
tobe kept without op'ning(un» 
der pain ofexcomunication)til 
his returne; his holines had no 
ſooner turn'd his back,butthey 
with one confent,fet al upo the 
Abbeſlc tor the opening of it, 
to {ce what was in t({uch was 
their curiofiry of prying even 
into the Popes fecrets ) ſhe be- 
ing cafily perſwaded,did ſo,by 

which 


The vanity of the Eye. 31 


vhich meanes the Linnot eſca- 

ped; the Pope preſently retur. 
ing (under pretence of ſome 
other occaſion) demaundes his 
box, but finding the bird gone, 
telsrhem that if they could not 
keep his councel upoſo ſtraight 
a charge , they. would hardly 
keepe one anothers, and ſo in- 
joynes them - their vyonted 
forme of confcflion. 


CaP,. 6. E. 


of bewitching by the eye. 


THe ſeaventh and laſt parti- 
cular in this kinde which I 
will fpeake of, is bewitching 
by che cre,to which the Apoſtle 
S.Paxl alludes in his Epiſtle to 
the Galathiaxs, where hee de- 
mands[ who had bewitched the ] 
the vvord in the originall 1s 
found bur this once only inthe Cap. z.v.1 
new Teſtament, & (as I think ) iCawgys» 
in 
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in the Canonicall Scripture, & 

(as the learned Bez4 hath right. 

ly obſerved) properly ſignifi. 

eth a kinde of | faſcination, or 
bewitching by the eye, & ther- 

fore the Apoſtle in the ſame 
verſe,continuing his metaphor 
oppoſeth thereunto.as an amu- 

lete,or preſervatiue, the crncs- 

Thing of ( brift in their ſight, & 

De velan- Tereulian in his booke of the 
dis Virgi- ties of Virgins, brings this 
nibus- Kreaſon to perſwade them 


to the uſe of their vailes, leaſt 
the heathen might therby take 
advantage to. bewitch them , 
in finding their faces uncove- 
red,and by that meanes ſubject 
to maligne aſpeRs; & the chicf 


Ariſt. (eQ. ſecretarie, or privie councel- 


20-ProÞ. 1,ur of nature ,.as alſo his fol. 


37: 1.2. lowers in their problems , or 
prob. $5 4+ queſtions, of the ſecrets of na- 
ture, hauec inſerted among the 
reſt , one of this kinde of be- 
211 witching; 
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& E witching ; not as doubting of 
.the truth of the thing , but as 
-Hſcarching only into the manner 
of it,and remedy againſt it;but 
the beſt that I hauc met with, 
for diſcovering this miſtery, is 
Platarch inthe 5 booke of ta- 

ble-talke,where he witneſſeth, Prob. 7+ 
-J that whole families, & nations 
haue beene tainted with that 
diſcaſe;and Pliny gives the rea» 
ſon of placing Satyres,and {+ 
tikes to be looked on,in th&ths 
tries & portals of great mens 
houſes, to haue beene the poſ- 
ſeſſing by that meanes , of the 
thoughts ofthat maliciouskind 
of people, by which their 
peth in hurting might ci- 
ther be diverted , or abated. 
Some write that women that 
haue a double pupill in their 
eye,doe moſt harme this way; 
e | but upon what certain grounds 
of experience, I cannot — 
ony 
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only in this 1 finde moſt of an- $ 

cient heathen Philoſophers to Þ 
concurre, & ſome of the latter 

Ls 4 Chriſtian Phiſitians , that not 
occul:is Only men and women, doe in» 
remedijs terchangeably hurt one another 
cap. 19, inthis kinde (as hath already 
beene ſhewed, ) but both of 
them unreaſonable creatures, 
and they againe, both men, and 
women. For the firſt of which 
ſort,it is in myjudgment worth 
the obſerving, which many na- 
turall hiſtoriographers , and 
theſe of the chicteſt ranke) re- 
port, & Plutarch addes , that 
himſelte hath tryed,that a man 
being ſicke of the yellow-jan- Þ' 
diſe,if he ſteedfaſtly look upon 
the eye of the bird Hers, or 
Galgalus himſelte may perhaps 
recover, but the bird dyes in- 
ſtantly,withour faile : And on Þ 
the other fide it is as comonly 
received not only among the F 
valgar 


Plin.l- 30. 
Cap, 11, 
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rulgar,but the learned,that the Picolom., 
daftlisk byhis eye killetha ma, £2barel 
hich the 2 greateſt narural- '." ae 

iſts of this age,take as granted, 

vhen as having (et down their 

ate, that the a& of ſeeing ari- 

«th from ſomewhat received 

nto the eye ; they objethis 

xperience againſt it, and att» 

wer 1t rather by way of expo=- 

tion, then deniall;granting in» 

deed that he hurtsa man by his 

ye, but rather by ſome peſti» 

ent vapour, which proceedes 

rom it , thenby any ray., or 

deame, which helpes it in ſee- 

ng, which reſolution of theirs, 

$ it ſalveth their former aſler= 

ton , ſo doth it plainely make 

or our preſent diſcourſe, of 
Poyſ{oning by the. eye. I here 

paſſe over thefreſh bleeding of 

a dead corps, at the looking on 

df the murtherer, as alſo Me- 

iuſacs tarning men into ſtones, 


by 
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by her lookes alone, whic! 
oughit be indeed but a Por 
ticall fition, yet their meaning 
doubtleſſe ſtretcheth farth 
then the ordinary reader ar firl 
bluſh conceaveth; in ſhadow 
ing under that fable , the fuc 
daine aſtoniſhment of men af 
the rayes of her rare beauty 
But for the full clearing of thi 
point , letus but conſider th 
common experience of infe 
one another , by blea 


:2 1. 4. Eyes, andthe (potting of a loof 
——_ - king glaſſe, eſpecially if it be, 
2, new, and clearc by the looking 


Lemnius on of a menſtruous woman, 8 


bb 


'*6+*3* thiscaſe {as I thinke) in an in 
different judgement, not po 
feſſed with prejudice ( howbe 
it Vairma and Valleſiws runne 
contrary bias) will pafle fo 
currants 


CAP. 7 h 


The vanity of the Eye, 47 
CaP. 7. 


ow the general rebellion of the 


body #2 occaſioned by the eye. 


Ow for the generall rebel- 
lioof the body,the words 
our Saviour are plain,sf thine Mar 6.2 z; 
ye be evill, all the body is darke; 
in the chapter going before, 
Se inſtanceth in the 2ye, and 
fefhc hand,as the two moſt offen- 
Sue members of the body; the 
One as the councellour to the 
*Feart,and the other as the exe- 
"Butionerz whence S. /obn fitly 
I gen worry vanities ,; 2, 16; 
Ngo a three headed Cerberus, or 
"'Fhree ſhapte Chimera, placeth 
*FYhe laſt of the eyes, betweene 
* Fhe luſt of the world, and the 
NB ride of life; to which middle 
cad (in my judgement) may 
tly be reduced, that excefliue 
7Yclight , which wee naturally 
| take, 


Th 
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ty 
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cultu.lib.6, 


capa20, 
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take, in beholding one beal 4 


cruelly to worry , and deyou 
another, And which 1s worſe 
in ſceiyg one man combating 


\ 


1 


with another; nay with wild&i 


beaſts, & that evento the pow 


ring out of bloud, and ſo ſomeF, 


times the lite it felte, which a 
mong the ancient Romans wa 


uſuall, as may appeare by tha 


complaint of Zattanirie in hi 
time, They are angry (faith he 
with the 0 Wes one 

them be flaine, & as if they this 
fted after humane blend;they ar 
impatient of all delay,they requs 
er freſh men to enter the liſt;,th 


they may inſtantly glut their eye 


with another bloudy ſpeftacle 
"Tis an excellent obſervation 
thatS. Auguſtine hath of Alips 


his friend in frequenting this 


ſports,that being by his adriſc 
once withdrawne trom them, 
& by company drayne thither 


againe; 
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gaine he told them, that they 

aTight force his body thither, 
t his eyes, they ſhould nor, 
IeShich proteſtation hee indeed 
Shade good; untill at leagth,a 
dFievous wound being given 
Wy one of the combaters,a great 
out was ſuddenly raiſed, 
ongh the theater; at which 

Y/;pis not able any longer to 
Srbeare, opened his eyes, and 

ing the bloud tricklin 
pwne, dranke in cruelty wh 
e light, receiving a greater 
ound in his foule, then the 
Smbater did in his-head, nei- 

er was he now the man that 
ame thither,but one of the ma- 
My, unto whom he came; and a 
Fae companion, or rather cap- 
ine, of choſe who drew him 
YFither by force. Hither alſo 
l8Shay be referred,the lewd mas- 
Fing, which the Papilts uſe in 
ber Carniyals, or rather Buc- 
chanals, 
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chanals,at Shrouetide;the wofec 
men marching through the gc 
pen ſtreets, in mans apparre| 
and the men in womens;as alt 
the Teſuites exhibiting of h 
ven and hell, God and the 
vell,the damned, and the eled 
upon their ſtages : to which 
may be added, the + 
vaine & wanton piqures, ſu 
as eAretins, ordinarily amor 
the Italians,8& weſt Indians. Bu 
for their dangerous effeR,T re 
fer the reader to that exampl: 
which S. Auguſtine allcadget 
in his book of the city of Go 
of a certaine young man, w 
looking upon a painted table 
in which wasdeſcribed [apst 
deſcending in a golden ſhowe 
into Danaes lap , takes hold 
the next oppostunity, of ru 
ning into the ſeme kind of ſet 
ſualitic,and defends his fa, 
the example of Iwpiterthe gre 
Monar 
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YoYtonarch and governour of the 
e qgorld. Laſtly, here might chal- 
rclinge its due place,that laſcivi- 
alÞs,grofle ation, which is ever 
1eeFpreſented, inthe French Co- 
dies and daunces;and ſome- 
ccFnes in our common Merce- 
uGFric interlades here at home, 
gc t the greateſt part, would 
ucFrely otherwiſe rather bluſh, 
onfgen laugh; but that they hold 
3uYjat place ina manner priviled- 
red: Againſt thisabuſe in plates, 
playd the Chriſtians frequenting 
them , being aRed by the 
Fathen, compoſed of heathe- 
h matters, and inſtituted in 
Snour of their heatheniſh 
ds;the fathers are eloquent, 
Sd copious, but eſpecially the 
Wlden mouthed DoRor, eArt Hom. 3.de 
w not afraid? (ſaith he) doeſt David. & 
not trewble to behold with v3)» par- 
ume eye with which thox loo. 
F on thy bed, where the foule 


adnltery 
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adnltery was:repreſented,the [i 
cred table where the tremblab 
myſteries of the Sacrament a 
performed? whiles thou accnſt 
meſt thy ſelfe to ſee ſuch ſpett 
clerinſenſubly,o by degrees,bi 
ding adue to ſhame aud modeſ 
thou beginneſt to entertaine 
prattiſe the ſame.T hoſe very w 
men, whom their own lewanes 
wnhappines, hath proftitmted 
the common uſe,are notwithſi« 
ding covered with the darke 4 
ſecret vetiring places: and e 
they who hane ſould their blu 
ing, yet in' ſuch attsons bluſh 
be ſcene. But this monſtor ente 
the theater, daves monnt t 
[tage,e+ doth take a pride to pl 
hu part, in th: publike view 4 
face of the wor(d;and nos onely 
ſpeake && doe nanght,but to g 
ry and boaſt in it , and which 
worſe to profeſſe himſelfe a 1M, 
ſterand teacher of Art,ſathat 


reg 


 Thevanity of the Eye. 
regard of the boldnes, the braſen 


orebead of the tewes, may juſt! 
challenge the title of Modeſty. , 


CaP. 8. 


How the Eye was the chiefe occa- 
fron of originall ſinne, and of 
examples in all theſe — 
which formerly are proned to 


ariſe from it. 

| Ne for originall fin, which 
was the firſt perſonall in 

our firſt parents, and cleauesto 

alltheir poſterity as natural, 


eſſe of the apple apprebended 
by the womens eye,and the pu- 
uſhment firſt inflicted on it to 
haue bin the opening of theeies, 
whether of the mind or the bo- 
dy I diſpute not:whence it may 


"> wt - -. =. 2 


Genificth aſwell an cyc as a 
"MX foune 


we finde the firſt outward oc- Secn.3, 
ſion of it to hauc bin the faire. ©?7* 


he in the Hebrew the fame-word 1'P 
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fountaine;to ſhew that from it 
as from a (ſpring or fountaineſ 
did flow both finne it ſelfe , the 
cauſe of fin, and miſery the pu-J 
niſhment of both; and becauſey 
by the eye came the greatecltY, 
huct,therefore God hath placec 
in itthe greateſt tokens of for 
row. For from it come teare 
by which the expreſſing of ſor 
row 1s peculiar to man alone:11 
which regardit were tobe wid 
edrthar men would often perul: 
that excellent treatiſe of the goYj 
vernment of the eyes writt 
by M4" Greinbam, a worke un; 
dertaken up0 the likereaſon ne 
donbtas was that pratticall diſy 
courſe of the government © 
the tongue,by the late reveren 
andever renowned Af Perkin:g 
The former of which we doubt 
not but is ſo much the more ac 
ceptable,and uſefull, as the ſub 
jeR is more large and errou 

dangerous 
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dangerous; for the tongue diſ- 
cloſcth what evill loweth unto 
ch it, bac the eye keegeth ir cloſe 
u-J which is a = more perilous. 

But to proceed from reaſons 
and precepts to examples ( the 
moſt popular arguments)there 
doth not want in holy writ a 
cloud of witneſſes to bring in 
[Fevidence of the neceſſity and 
fuſe of the precepts before laid 
downe. Of covetouſneſſc in A- 
chav, of fornication in Sichew, 
lin David and Potiphars wife of 
adultery,of gluttony in our firſt 
parents, of anger, cnvy,and res 
Fvenge in Sex/: in cach of which 
particulars it pleaſeth che holy 
hoſt ( no doubt that hee that 
adeth might conſider) to ſet 
#/downe in exprefic tearmes the 
Wien of ſeeing, as the firſt mo- 
which drew them into 
teſe particulars. 1. for Achas 
Fc hauc it regiſtred under his 
wy C2 owne 


1 
; 
1 
l 


pil 
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2, 


. the ſpoylei faith he) a goodly B as 
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owne confeſſion. 7 ſaw among 


biloniſh garment ,and 200 ſhicle! 
of filver, and awedge of gold of 
200 ſdicles weight aud I coveted | 
them and tooke them. 2. for $i-fj 
chem the text it ſelfe is cleare, 
T hen D inah the daughter > Lea, 
the which ſhee bare to Tacob, went 
ont to ſee the daughters of the 
Country, whom when Sichem the 
ſon of Hamor Lord of the Coun- 
try ſaw, he tooke ber and lay with 
ber,and defiled her.z for David 
we find itinthe forefront of his 
temptation, And when it was e- 
vening(ſaith the text) David a- 
roſe from his bed, & walked apon 
the roofe of the Kings Pallace, 
fro the roofe he ſaw a woman wa 


fhing her ſelfe, &+ the woman wat 


D avid ſent meſſenger 1,& took b 
away and ſhe came to him, and bt 
{ay with her. And for Potiphar 

| vw - 
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wife the Text faith, that be caſt Gen-39+ 
ber eye ow Joſeph, ſaid lay with 7 
me. 4 for Saxl, the Scripture is 
very remarkable,where its ſaid 
that after the ſlaughter of the 
Philiſtians rhe women ſang by 
courſe, Saul bath ſlaine his thou- 
ſand, David hu tentbouſand; 
wherfore Saul had an eye on Da« 
wid from that day forward.Laſtly 
for our firſt parents Moſes, the 
penman of God, or rather the 
ſpirit of God inditing to Moſes, 
rather then that circumſtance 
ſhould be unurged is content to 
thruſt it intoa parentheſis, Sos 
the woman((aith the text )ſeeing 
that the tree was good for meate, 

& that it was pleaſant to the eye, 
&a tree tobe deſired to pet know- 
ledge,tooke of the fruit thereof, 

| tid eate, and gaxe it alſo to hey+ 
hutband,ane he did cate. Totheſe 

& may be added, as Apocripbathe 
example of the 2 Iudges in the yer.s, 

C3 ſtory 
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ſtory of S»ſams of whom it's 
ſaid, That they ſaw her walking 
daily in hey busbands garden, & 
from thence their luſt was firſt tn- 

flamed towards her, and to con« f 
clude this point for making up 

the mulike full to thisuniverſall 
deluge of fin, may be added the 
cauſe that drew the generall 
flowd of waters upon the old 
world, which in the letter of the 


-6.2. Text is expreficd to be, that rhe 


Gen. 9, 
11, 


ſons of God ſaw the dawghters of 
men that they were faire,and they 
rooke them wines of all that they 
kked. And ſure it isto be thought 
that from the cye firft ſprang 


the fin of the Sodomites conce t-B** 


ved againſt the Angels which 
Lot receiued becauſe fro thence 
their puniſhment firſt began,ac- 


L. quis cording to that rule of the Ci- 


| defervi- 


rutC- 


vilians;who adviſe not ſo much 
the faRt it ſelfe as the firſt origi- 
nall cauſe fro whence it ſprings 


ro 
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tobe looked into. Vpon which 
ground was founded that more 
wiſe then ſtritlaw of Zalencus 
in commanding the eyes of an 
adulterour to be put out as be- 
ing either the chicte guides or | 
counſellours in that worke, aud V*Ftivs. 
his own ſonne afterward offen- 
Cing in the ſame kinde, rather 
then his law ſhould be broken, 
content hee was good man to 
looſe one of his owne eyes by 
that meanes to redeeme one of 
his ſorines. And upon the fame 
reaſon of juſtice did Oedipaa 1n Sen. in 
the Poet execute upon himſelfe Ocdipo 
the ſame Kinde of puniſhment: **+5- 
nd inthe ſame member,though 
In the appearance of men for a 
lifterent offence,was Henry the 
2'king of France ſtriken by the 
finger of God, having that eye 
ur out by the ſplinter of a (taff 
broken in Tilting, with which 
not long before hee had yow- 
C 4 ed 
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ed toſce eAune of Burge one of 
the preſident of the parliament 
of Paris, and ſome other of his 
aſſociates of the reformed reli- 
_ to be burat, (if they per- 
iſted inthat opinion) as Serre: 
and Thwanus, both French and 
excellent Hiſtoriographers 0 
this age haue left recorded. But 
to returne to the matter, once 
of this wee are ſure, that the 
pleaſing of Herods eye by He- 
rodias daughters dauncing wat 
that which coſt obs B apts: 
head, the minde of man ever 
— and little ſpots 
by the mediation of the eye, as 
Laban: ſheepe did their young 
at the ſight of the villed rods 
which Jacob laid in the wate 
ringtrough. 
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CAP. 9. 


Of the falſe report, which the eye 
makes to the inner faculties, wn 
the apprehenſion of naturall 
things. 


N Either do our eyes onely 
ſerue as panders, and bro» 
kers, or rather traitetous por- 
ters, for the inletting of theſe c= 
nemies upon the ſoule, but alſo 
as falſe reporters in naturall,and 
artificiall things, and ſecret in- 
telligencers 1n morall matters, 
for diſcovering her weakeneſſe 
to the world : the former of 
which wee daily try in diſcer- 
ning magnitudes,diſtances,pro- 
portions,colours,in which rea- 
ſon by concluſions drawne out 
of her principles often checkes 
& controules this ſenſe for falſe 
reporting;for inſtance we need 
go no further the thoſe colours 

Y Cs which 
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which appeare in the rainbow, 
or on a doues neck by the refle- 
Qion of the ſunne beames theſe 
night-chaſmes and gapings in 
the firmament. The ſeeming of 
Comets to be in the ſame di- 
Rance from us,that ſtars and one 
ſarre fro another;the ſparkling 
in the darke of precious ſtones, 
of the eyes of certaine beaſts,of | 
| —_ rotten wood,of 

ſh bones, and the like. S. Bafl 
in his hexameron gemands the 
queſtion, who it 1s that in his 
owneexperience hath-not often 
tried, that through the water 
a little piece of filver, ſeemes to 
be double in quantity ? and 
ſtraight things crooked ? that 
from the toppes of high moun- 
taines,heards of lems to 
be but ants, and from a watch 
. towre a farre off, ſhippes under 
 aile, but as flying doug; large 
{quare towres like little rou 


% . 
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pigeon houſes, and the ſea and 
heavens.to embrace and kiſſe 
each other. Theſe things all men 
know, and the greateſt part ac- 
knowledge, to be errour of the ,, |. 
eye: though the learned onely, dove mes Fs 
ſearchinto &find outthe cauſes ii6 int 
of it ; the diſcovery of which de ſenſu & 
becauſe it falls not naturally {<"(ibil: & 
withinthe compaſſe of this dif- ;;."***9" 
courſe, I will not.cnter upon + 

the unfolding of it; it being 
withall a theame (as I conceiue 
it )of difficulty,and tediouſneile 
alike;but will onely adde a con» 
cluſion moſt undoubted out of 
the rule of art, though hardly 
beleeved of the vulgar;that the 
ſunne ( which the ſharpeſt eye 
cannot poſlibly judge to be a- 
boue 2 or 3 foot broad)is found 
by juſt calculation,to exceed in 
bigneſſe the whole globe of the 
earth and water aboue 166 


times, Hence is it that (Har» 
ron 


Clavius. 
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rou in his treatiſe of wiſedome F 

(a booke ſecond ronone in this 

age for morall diſcourſes) and 
the French eAcademy, inſiſting 
herein in the ſteps of the Sto- 
icks and Academicks; held this 
ſenie rather tohinder; then fur- 
ther true & ſound knowledge: 
though I confeſſe £u/ebins in 
his preparation to'the goſpell, 
and Tertallian in his booke of 
the ſoule labour the contrary, 
but rather out of a zeale ( as 1 
concetue it ) of freeing the 
workes of God from imperfe- 
Aion then out of any deep phi- 
loſophicall difcourling of this 
point:neither(toſpeake atruth) 
dol ſee how in granting an im- 
rfe&ion in the worke, wee 
ould or can from thence draw 
an argument of want of good» 
neſſe;or wiſdome in the work- 
man;zeſpecially if the worke be 
of ſuch nature, as that « haue in 
K 
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it ſelfe freewill,co retaine,or de- 


face that perfeQion, in which it 
was created, 


CAP, 10, 


SY A general diſcorſe of the delu- 


fron of the eye by artificial 
meanes as alſo by the paſſions 
of the minde. 


[| Might here take occaſion to 


enlarge of the deluſion of the 
fight by the ſubtiltic of the di- 
vel,by the charmes of forcerers, 
by the ſpells and exorciſmes of 
conjarers, by the legerdemaine 
of juglers , by >, ons of 
Prieſts and Friers, by the nim- Sce. Scor 
blenefſe of tumblers, and ropes lib 3+ 
walkers, by the fleights of falſe 
and cunning marchants; by the 
ſmooth deportment and behavt- 
our of hypocrites, by the {trata- 
gems of Generals,by the giddi- 
acs of the braine,by the diſtem- 
per 
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per of phrenſies,& laſtly by the 
violent paſſions of feare & me. 
lancholy ; beſides a thouſand 
pretty conclufions drawne out 
of the bowels of naturall Philo. 
ſophy, and the Mathematicks; 
by the burning of certaine mixt 
powders,oyles,and Iiquors: By 
the caſting of falſe ligbts,by the 
reflexion of glaſſes,and the like; 
of which kinke I will onely ct 
down one concluſion which my 
ſelfe hauc {eene often practiſed, 
to the great aſtoniſhment of 
ſuch, as beholding it , under- 
ſtood not the reaſon of it. The 
practiſe 1s thus; take a ſtudy or 
cloſet, where (by cloaſling the 
wodden leaues) you may ſhut 
out all the light; then bore a 


hole though the midit of one of 
the leaues to the bignefle of a 
peaſe, and cover it with a peece 
of ſpeaclewglaſſe,and when the 
Sunne ſhines on the _— 

ore 


| 
| 
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ore the window, hold on the 
«inſide right before the hole (to 
he diſtance of 2 foot or there- 
about) a ſheete of white paper, 
-Jor a large peece of faire linen; 
;Hand you ſhall perteRly diſcerne 
by the ſhaddowes, the ſhapes, 
and motions of men, and dogs, 
and horſes, and birds, with the 
;$juſtproportion of trees, &chim- 
nies, & towers which fall with- 
in the compaſſe of the ſun neare 
the window. 
To this artifictall concluſion, 
of deluding the ſight may bee 
added a pleaſant merry jeR ont 


TT 


of (aft#/i0sCourtier,of a gentle- Lib. 2+ 


man who having loſt all his mo- 
ny at dice, and getting to bed in 
a great chafe,inſteed of praying 
fell a curſing ,.and ſoa ſleepe ; 
which his fellowes perceiving, 
thought to put a tricke upon 
bim by putting out their lights, 
& making a noyſe as if they had 
COntinu 
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continued their play , wheretfy, 
he ſuddenly awaking out of hi, 
new ſleep, falsto his old railing, ſh; 
that having gotten his money, 
they were ſet upon It purpoſelyfl {; 
to vexe him, having no light to 7 
ſee what they did;they told hiaff 
he was either mad or blinde; toff | 
thinke that they would Pla 
without light , or not to ſee it 
Nandingfull in his eye;to which 
he replyes, that ifthey ſpake in 
_— —_— indeed loſt his 
he;ſuppoſing it to be a plague 

of God ſent 4a him for wiſh 
ing it ſo often on others: they 
to ripen thereſt, confirmed him 
in his opinion,till at length they 
brought him to vow to our La- 
dy, I know not how many faſts 
' & pilgrimages for the recovery 
of his ſight;which being perfor. 
med falling hartily to his pray- 
ers, he fals aſleepe;now was the 
time to work the feart:his com- 
panions 
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panions cauſe lights to be con- 
Uveyed into the chamber, & re- 
hi nuing the former noyſe, awake 
"8 him the fecond time, who now 
perceiving the lights which he 
law not before, gaue God & our ,\..,.q& 
Lady ſfolemne thanks for the re- Le Saine 
covery of his ſ1ght, but perfor- eſt trom- 
med his vowes at leaſure. pe. 
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Of the delufion of the fight, by the 
immediate working of the arvel. 


Ow for the other particu- 

lars aboue named, I wall 

not dwell upon any of them,bur 
will onely point at ſome choice 
examples in the chicfeſt. Firſt 
then for the divels ſubtilty in 
decciving the ſight, tis a matter 
agreed on on all hands that hee 
hath the power, (YVer:ummn or 
Protew like)to turne himſelt in- 
to any ſhape or ( Chamzlcon 
like} 
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like)into any colour: nay which 
is more, wheras the Chamezle» 
on cannot change himſelfe into fn: 
white; yet can the Divell tran(- 
forme himſelfe into an Angell 
of light : and not only himſelfe, 
but other things in ſuch ſort, 
that ſometimes he makes them 
ſeeme to be preſent when they 
are not, and ſometimes not to 
ſeeme when they are, and at 0- 
ther times againe, to appeare 1n 
another ſhape and faſhion than 
they are indeed, & in their own 
nature. In all which kinds I find 
De ſpe- among the dutch writers plen- 
&ris Von tifull & rare examples,but chict- 
Zaubercy ly in Lavater & Whitikind,who 
hath written the beſt in- this 
kindof any I haue met with;but 
in Dutch,and under the name of 
Anungnftine Larchermer, For the 
praftiſe then, of making things 
appeareto be preſent which in- 
deed are not ; the former of 
them 
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chſthem brings this ſtory. Henry Lau. pare). 
le» the ſecond Emperour of that 1+ de de 
name , vehemently ſuſpeRing _ 
Chunegund his Empreſle for u- G;,,.,., 
ing faiſe play with a Courtier 1, 4.c. s, 
00 familiar with her, his jelou+ 

ie was(as he thought)juſtly in- 

reaſed, for that rhe Courtier 

was often ſcen to come forth of 

her chamber, early in the mor- 

ning, and alone ; but the good 
Empreſſe being put to her pur- 

gation by the Ordalian law for 

the clearing of this unjuſt ſur- 

miſe, walked over fire-hot cul- 

ters, with naked feet, unhurt, 

which diſcovered to the world 

aſwell her innocency, as the di- 

vels policy , in counterfeitin 

ſuch a ſhape, and uſing it in ſuc 

ſort, as might moſt incenſe the 
Emperour , and draw the Em- 

prefſe, with others into unde- 

ſerved ſuſpition. The ſame au- 

thor,in the fame a” 

that 
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that himſelf had heard ofa wil 
and graue man,one ofthe chict| 
governours of the Tiggrin Ca 
ton;that himſclfe, & higcrvant, 
travelling in a ſommt#fs mor 
ning, through the meddowes, 
he ſaw (as him ſeemed) one of 
his neighbours commutred bea 
ſtiality with a Mare, but know. 
ing the good honeſt report ol 
the man,and thereby mi{doubt. 
ing his owne eyes, he gets him 
preſently to his houſe;where he 
finds him good man, in his bed, 
faſt aſleepe. Wherein we may 
ſee, as in the one, the divels bu- 
fineſſe, inabuſing the weakneſle 
of this ſenſe, 1ſo1n the other, 
Gods providence in clearing 
the innocent, I urge theſe ex- 
amples to this end, that if theſe 
men had truſted their owne 
ſight,&not made farther ſearch, 
they had ſurely incurred what 
the divell by thoſe flejghts hun- 
teth 
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wiſg{th after,the offending of God, 
liefs a" ___ their own ſouls 
Car ſhedding of innocent bloud. 
rant,hf [ mightwithout tediouſnefle, 
nor. would Kde one hiſtory more, 
fthe divels cunning in making 
ec offftings appeare, which indeed 
hea re not, which tooke ceftet ace 
>w.fording to his deſigne. (I con- 
elſe | urge it not ſo much for 
bt..ſhe firneſle as the ſtrangeneſle of 
rimShe ſtory.) It fell our in the year 
232, ina rowne named Ham- 
ed, wel, under the Duke of Branſ- 
uayÞkes dominion, an odde mate 
.Komming thither under the ha. 
ite of a Ratcatcher , & having 
done good ſervice to the town, 
for which hee was but poorely 
rewarded ; one day hee walkes 
through the ſtreet , playing on 
his tabour and pipe , by which 
meanes, a number of the chil- 
dren of the towne, flocking af= 
ter him, followed him ſo far, till 

at 
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at length comming without theſth 
ates,he led them ail into a littleſna 
Fillocke, where they all vaniſhþn 
ed together, & were never ſecngm 
after to the number of 130. The! 
relation I know cannot but 
ſeeme very ſtange, & therefor 
vvill hardly paſſe for credible$ 
but Fierwus a German borne, &Þ 
chicte Phyſition to the Duke of! 
L.1.c.16. Clewes,and(as his works ſhew 
de p:z- a profefied enemy to MonkilhÞ 
iz. dZ- fables, conſtantly affirmes, outſf 
mona of his owneexperience,that theſ 
at is at this day to bee ſeeneſ 
regiſtred in the records of the 
towne, and painted forth in the 
glaſſe window of the cathedrall 
Church, and beſides that the 
ſtreet through which they paſ-Þ 
ſed,beares his name of the aCci- 
dent, and their ancient publike 
inſtruments of law, as bands, & Þ 
leaſes beare date, as well from 
the yeare of the departure of 
their 
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hethcir children,as from the incar- 
tlenation of Chriſt; which induce- 
h4nents mee thinkes, are able to 
<amake a man ſwallow a great 
beKifticulcie. 
2 Now for the Divels ſecond 
Y@ractile, in deceiving the fight, 
leÞy making things not appeare 
vErvhich indced are preſent, I 
offinde a memorable example, 
y) {which hapned not long ſince, 
ſhiþt Francfortupon Oderaan Vii yin. 
trerfiry belonging to the Mare gus, c. 6. | 
MHuciſc of Brandenburg, where a 
rertaine maide pofleſied as they 
he 41/4 ghe,would often thruſt her 
heſemprty hand into the open aire, 
{ſind draw it backe full of mony, 
neÞwhich ſhe teoke to the ſtanders 
{.Þy , who notwithſtanding ſaw 
i-Mothing in the aire before it 
e came toher hand, bur afterward. 
& handled it, weighed it, trycd it 
n ſt the —r o_ found it 
f eurrant good COync, lome part 
"| | whereof 
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whereof as they write 1s yet at 
this day to be ſcene inthe con 
mon treaſurie of the Towne 
though I am not zgnorantt 
the Divell hath given to ſome 
good gold in ſhew, but in deed 
as themſclues haue afterwa 
found it, leaues or ſhels,or ſuc 
like trifles. Here might juſtly 
challenge its place, the relatiog} 
of Gyges his going inviſible, 
the vertue of turning his ring$: 
which if it were true, I certair | 
ly belecue it tobee the working; 
ofthe divel,not of the ring,whiſo 
ti 
ke 
0 
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notwithſtanding at times failc 

his followers even in this ki: 

as he did that gracelefſe impe 

'To. Tarag- that in Awtwerpe diſcharged hiff 
Tc. ir Piſtoll inthe Prince of Oran 
lib.s del. isface,with a full cofidence dffc; 

" hiſtor. de Eſcaping, being aſſured by ongſS 
pais bas, Peter Timmerman a lacobir 
Frier;that by vertue of certainfja 
charaQters, and reliques, afterf 
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af ward found in his pocket, hee 
n4 ſhould remaih inv iſible;bur the 
e | poore youth -ha& never the po- 

werto {tirre out ofthe roome, 
ne being inftantly thruſt chrough, 
(Jand Rabbed to death by the 
ar Princes guard. 


7 | CaP. 12, 
10Y Of the delufion of the ſight, by rhe 


']. inchantments of ſorterers. 


14 T? Orehcinchantments of ſor- 

ng4 ccrers; and ſouhſayers, that 

!bfjof Pharabs tian; 13 no» Gen: 7- 
ilegtable, which good divines hold 

Ir I gra cre 

3 El r I 

Jon ar eur Td wogrs. 
»dcholders eyes, which mighe 

e cauſe the rod to appeare like a 
ongSerpent; or by a nimble with- 

infdrawing of the rod and corivei- 

Wancc'in of a ſerpent,as wee read 

erjof che ſubſtituting of a hart , 
—_— —}c_v.T.cv2 


Mat. 4. 6. 


The Vanity 11-4 Je, 
to be facrificed in Ipbigeniar | 
roome; the divell himſclte be- f 
ingno more attle to produceaſ 
forme of divers: kindes out of 
2 matter not diſpoſed to re, 
cctue.it, thento create of no- 
thing ſomewhat , - or to turne 
that which hath ſome being,in-þ, 
to nothing; the trath of which 
poſition appears in ourSaviours 
firſt temptation, and the divels 
owne confeſſion, 1f thou be the þ 
Sonne of God(ſath he) command 
theſe ſtones to be mate bread; 
as if in other tearmes , hee had 
faid, ifthou canſt make ſncha 
change, I will acknowledge 
thee to haue an unkimitted and$ 
al- ſufficient power equalitothe 
creation or annihilation of the 
world. Wherefore it isnotto bef, 
thought that any Magitian or 

Enchantrefſe by oyntmencs, or 

magick ſpelscan-really andrru-$ 
ly transforme at their pleafurch 


L 
J 
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 Yone ſhape into another(as ſome 
* Fhaue fondly imagined)eſpecial- 
v fly that of a man into a catr, or 
* 4dogge, or woulte, ſince God 
ath reſerued it,asa ſpeciall pe- 
uliar to himſelfealone, as both 
he Councell of Ancyra under 
ain of excommunication,who- 
zever ſhall affirme the contra- 


Danexs in his dialogue of 
vitchescite him to the contra- 
7)fo that our concluſion muſt 
e,that even thisis nothing clſc 
but a delaſion of the ſighreither 
y fitting the skinues of ſach 
theFeaſts ro the bodies of men and 
 befyvomen, whoby a deepe ſtrong 
agination,or naturall difeaſe, 
; Nuppoſe themſelues to be ſuch 
Tu-Sndeed, as they ſeeme to be; or 
y applying to them aiery bo- 

D2 dics; 


,, And S.eAvguſtineaſwell in x, 8 

is books of the city of God,as Cap. 18. 
ff the ſpirit and ſoule, hath deft- Lib. : 5. 
id it (howſoever {ardar and C2P-50- 


de varict, 
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* Capul- 
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| dies; which ſometimes to be (6 


is manifeſt in that being torne 
with the teeth ofdogs, or ſtri. 


| 
| 
ken with ſtaues , their former{ 
ſhape ſoone vaniſheth, but thef 
print of the blow remaineth.Tofft 
which purpoſe Yhitihind I re-fja 
member maketh report of anfſc 
old woman in the Dukes offt 


\Meckelbarges country , who} 
appearing inthe ſhape ofa greath» 
maſtiue dogge, the hounds eſt 
'pying her,ran with full mouthf 
upon her,and the country hindgſk 
with prongs, and pike-ſtaues, ci 
fell about her, till at length ſheefin 
being ſore weunded, the ſhapeſp 
of the maſtiue vaniſhed,and noqhi 
thing was left to the ſtake but 
a poore filly old woman , beg-Fp: 
ging mercy and pardon : thi 
news being brought to the V 
niverſity of Francford, w 

our Authour thenliued, /odocuſth 
Willichins their profeſſour ofth 
| Phyſick 
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Phyacke,from thence took oc- 
caſion to diſcourſe of this point 
l- Jnow in hand and in the end ap- 
proued that concluſion which 
we haue aboue proucd. The pa- 
trones of the contrary opinton 
Bodin, & Sprenger in his book In dgmo- 
ofthe hammer of witches, urge 999910- 
the reall transfiguration of Yiyf. ** 
hoBlſes followers into beaſts, D90+ 
athwedes ſouldiers into birds, and 
e-fthat unſavory ridiculous tale, of 


than egge which a witch in the 
ined 


f ome of (ypru neere the 
es, city Salamin ſould toan Engliſh 
nan, and by the ſame transfor- 
vxmed him into an afſe; and made 
im her market mule three 
Feares,and that atlaſt ſhereme- 
-Mznorphifed him intothe ſhape 
highof a man againe. Beſides theſe 
bring the transformation 

* livets paſſengers in Italy in 
che time of S e Auguſtine, being 
there, into carriage horſes, by 
k D3 certaine 
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certaine alewiues , but chiefly 
they ſtandupon Nabucadneſar: 
change into a beaſt , and Lot: 
witc into a pillar of ſalt ; to 
which I anſwer that theſe chan- 
geSarecither to be underſtood 


. to haue happened rather in the 


affeRions of the minde, then in 
the figure of the body, or if fo, 
rather by the immediate finger 
of God, thenby the working 0 
the devill, and for thoſe real! 
true effe&ts, which ſeeme to be 


the inſepcrable companions of 
reall change, as ſwift running 
devouring of children, under 
going of great burdens,and the 

ke; I hold ſome of them tc 


have beene ——_— by the 


devill himſelfe in a: ſeeming 
phantaſticke body ; others i 
the bodies of beaſtes, poſſeſſed 
by himſelfe, and laſtly not 
few, by beaſts themſelnes ſud 
denly conveied into the plact 


T be Vanity of the Eye. 
Of (uch;as witches ſuppoſe they 
hauetransformed all by the de- 
lufion of the eye, and none of 
tof thE by any reall or true rag = 
an-f it being no more poſſible, for 
od the reaſonable ſoule of a man to 
the] to dwell in the body of a beaft, 
1 inf] then for the unreaſonable ſoule 
'fo,f| of a beaſt ro dwell in a mens bo» 
ger dy;which it wee ſhouldgrant,T 
ſee no reaſon but upon the ſame 
call} ground, aſwell a gap might be 
> bed opened, and way be given to 
of Pythageras dreame of the in» 
Ng terchangable recourſe of ſoules, 
er. from beaſts to men, and from 
the men to beaſts againe. 
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ing Of the deluſion of the eye, by the 


z exorciſmes of ( onjurers. 


lt 

t Or the exorciſmesof conju- 
d rers, and necromancers, in 

4 raiſing the dead, that one ex- 


D4 4mpic 


T4 
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Sam. 1. ample ofthe witch of Ender is 


ſufficient, to proue them all 
mceredclufions of the ſight, it 
being not tobe thought, © (be- 
ſides the generall reaſon, that 
the ſoules of the righteous, are 
in the hands of God ) that the 
truc Samuell would be drawne 
to anſwer him,whom God had 
denyed ro anſwer by dreamer, 
by Vrim,or by >—obb" the or that 
Samuel would haue ſuffered 
$anl,to haue done him worſhip, 
by the inclining his face to the 
ground, and bowing himſelte; 
or laſtly, underſtanding that 
Saul was rejected of G OD, 
would notwithſtanding haue 
afſured him of being with him 
the next morrow, except wee 
ſhould affirme, the good, & the 
bad,the caſtawaics,&the choſen 
to goboth to one place. Thongh 
the papiſts indeed,to maintaine 
their Zimbus, and their purga- 
ol tory 
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tory fire ( which except , they 
ſtill keepe in, that of the Popes 
kitche will ſoone go out)would 
needs hauc it to be a true reall 
apparition,grounding theſclues 
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upon theſe words, Lad Saul V. 14. 


knew that it was Samnel, which 
in my underſtanding , inforce 
not ſo much a certaine know. 
ledge,asa full perſwaſion which 
grew no doubt, out of the cun» 
ning and artificiall counterfeit, 
which hee ſaw repreſented be- 
fore his eyes: the devils art be- 
ing ſtrange inthar kind, as may 
appeare by the apparition 'of 
Mary Dutchefle of Bargandyto 
her husband Maximilian atter- 


ward 4p by Truhe Whic.c.. 


temins Abbot of Spainbeims at 
the Emperours own requeſt out 
ofa vaine curioſity of ſeeing her 
once againe. The Ghoſt (as the 
ſtory ſets it downe ) didn all 
parts ſo _ repreſent the 

5 dead 


dead Empreſſe 'that not fo 
much as a little blacke wart, 
which ſhee had in the hinder- 
part of her necke, was — 
as both the Emperour himſelte 
& the ſtanders by did well ob- 
ferue.C ornelins Aprippa,& Tohy 
Fanſtus were renowned in this 
kinde, forunder this head may 
fitly be ranked the ſhewing of 
the viſage of ſuch in a looking- 
glaſſe, as had ſtolne any thing, 
or committed any villany, and 
lay unknowne ; the preſenting 
of Bankets onely for ſhew to 
pleaſe the eye, by deceiving it; 
not for ſubſtance to delight the 
talt,or content the ſtomach. But 
of all I hauc heard, or read of 
this nature, the rareſt was that 
of eAlbertns Magnus, who lis 
ving at Colez, and the Emperor 
William Earle of Holland paſſing 
that way, from his coronation 
at Aix,and hcaringof this mer- 


ry 


ry Monke, deſirous to ſee ſome 
of his tricks, ſent for him, and 
after kinde entertainment, ac- 
uainted him with his purpo- 
s, the Monke not ſcrupulous 
of ſhewing hisart,thus drawne 
in, began to ſet the ſpirit of his 
wits, or rather the wit of his 
ſpirits a worke;&not long after 
cauſed the chamber, where was 
the emperous, with his courti- 
ers about him, ſuddenly to be 
floredover with greene graſle, 
hearbs, plants, lowers,roots, & 
trees among; upon which were 
| O_— fruits, -—_ birds; m_ 
inging, others chirping,to the 
__ _. Srmornigy and alboniſh- 
ment of the beholders; It bein 
in the dead of winter, a netla 
repreſentation of the ſpring. 


Whitik, 
cap.$8. 


Can. 
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Of the deluſion of the eye by the 
inpoſture of Prieſts and Friers, 


Or the knavery of Prie/t,,& 
Frierr without doubt the 
cateſt parts of thoſe Ghoſts, 
airics, pixces, hobgoblings, that 
haue bin ſeen to walk in former 
ages hauebinfet on foot by theſe I 

people ; partly to get money to 
their cofters, in cauſing them ec» 
ver tobegge ſomewhat for the 
Church; and partly reputation 
ro their order in ſhewing the 
vertue of their exorciſmes up- 
onthem. The like may be fayd 
of the {weating, and weeping 
of their images, of the rowling 
of their eyes & nodding of the 
heads. It is worth the remem- 
bring which Era/mw recounts 
to this purpoſe,of a Prieſt;who 
a 


alittle before Eaſter in the night, Lib. 22. 
conveyed into his Church yard Epiſt. pe- 
live crabbes,faſtning lirtle waxe _ 
candles burning to their ſides, 
they creeping in this ſort abour 
the graues,made a feareful ſhew 
in the night, & none durft come 
neare to diſcover it. The report 
being caſt abroad, was entertai= 
ned with a fearefnll kind of re- 
verence of the moſt, and the 
wiſcſt were content tobe hud- 
' winckt for company. The next 
Sunday comes the Prieſt toplay 
his part, and out ct the pulpic 
tells them very ſcriouſly that 


e | theſe walking ſpirits were the 
z- | {oulesof their dead friends, who 
dj being fore tormented in purga- 
tory, begged to be looſed from 
thofe paines,by maſſes & almes; 


this perſwafion went currant, 
untill at length by the negli» 
gence, or forgetfullnefle of the 
Pricſ,two or three of the crabs 
wcre 


were found in the day time a- 
mong the rubbiſh, with the can- 
dels Ricking to their fides, by Þ 
which meanes the knavery was 
dereted, and the Prieſt puni- 
ſhed. Totheſe may bee added 
thoſe comicall impoſtures for 
the caſting out of divels practi. 
fed by Prieſts, and Teſuits, in 
the principall part is proved to 
be nothing clſe but the deluſion 
of the beholders fight; & Geffe. 
ry Chaxcer , who had his two 
eyes, witte, and learning in his 
head,ſpying that all theſe brain 

e imaginations were the for- 
geries, & legerdemaine of craft. 
ty and lecherous Friars ; cither 
to maske their venery, or to in» 
rich their ercaſures,playes upon. 
them thus 


Por there as wont t0 walke was an Elf: 
There walketh now the lymitor himelf, 
Incvery buſh (5 wnder every tree: 
There 11 no other incuban but he. 


CAP.15» 
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CaP. 15. 


Of the delufion of the fight by the 
diſtempey of the brane. 
F OR the diſtemper of the 


brain the cauſe is cleare in 
Aiax, who ran upon a heard of 
{wine with his drawn ſword in 
his hand, ſuppoſing it to have 
beene the army of the Grecian, 
& hung up the 2 greateſt hogs, 
taking them for Agamemnon, & 
Vhyſſes,the former as his compe= 
titour,and the latter as a partiall 
Iudge; the like we read of Pex» 
thew , who in his mad moode, 
thought he ſaw ewo ſunnes, and 
two cities of Thebes; of Oreſtes, 
who ſaw his mother in his (t- 
ſer, & Agave wild beaſts in her 
chirlde. Theſe miſtakes were in 
raging perſons;but others there 
as much miſtaken, howbeit in a 
merricr vaine, as hee of whom 


Ariſtotle 


he Vanity ye. 
Ariſtotle ſpeakes in his book of fy 
wonders,who living in the City; 
of Abydes in Aſia, would ſpend} 
whole dayes by himſelfe alone | ; 
in the empty theater; commen- {| 
ding the Actors, and clapping fi 
his hands as if he had ſeen ſome, 
ſtately Tragedy. 


CaP,. 16. 


Of the deluſion of the eye by the 
ſmooth carriage of Hypocrites, 


FF? the ſmooth and cunning 
deportment of hypocrits, & 
diſſemblers, I nced not goe far» 
ther then common expericnce, 
to ſhew that their ſpeciall skill 
conſiſts in caſting a miſt before 
the eye ofthe world: which the 
C'ynicke, no doubt, well under- 
ſtood when hee crycd out that 
the grave beard, and the long 
cloeke he ſaw, but the Philoſo- 
pher t« ſaw not, W hence rs 
raac 
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© of Fthat theſe kind of men are ever 


Þ 
Dne 
en» 
ing 
me 


ary painted forth unto us by the re- 


ſemblance ofthings which moſt 
deceiue our fight; as of wolues 
masked under ſheep skinnes, of 
tombes and monuments, which 

on the outſide are whited over, 

and ſometimes ſet out with cu. 

rious workes, in mettals and 
carved Rtones,of divers colours, 
but within are full of rottennes, 
and dead mens bones : of Apo- 
thecarics boxes which without 
are fairely painted, bur within 
are full of poyſons: of tragedy 

books which without hane co- 
vers of velvet, with ſtrings of 
filke, and claſpes of filver , but 
within are full of perjuries, and 
murders, and inceſts ; of thoſe 
apples: which are reported to 


grow in the land where Sodome Solinus. 


ſtood, which appeare exceeding 
faire,& beautifull rothe eye,bur 
being once touched with the 


finger, — 
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finger,they moulder into aſhes: 
of the hill Zens which without 
is ever cold and white with a 
mantle of ſnow , but within 
burnes with continuall flames: 
of the Egyptian temples, which 
without ſhine with gold, and 
jeat, and marble, but haue with- 
in ſome little Ile,a Crocodile or 
ſerpent for the god,unto which 
they are dedicated: of thoſe pi- 
Auures which onthe one (ide re- 
preſent a faire gentlewoman, & 
on the other, an horned Satyre: 
Laſtly of Cebes tables in which 
pleaſure, and good fortnne are 
ſeated in the forefront ; but 
griefe, and puniſhment, and re- 
venge, and diſpaire, lic hidden 
in a darke obſcure corner be- 
hinde. Sothat except a man had 
the” eyes of thoſe Spaniard 
Lib. 3, _ Delrio in his magical] 
Cap. z. difquiſitions reports himſelfe to 
Qu. 4. haue ſcene at CHMadrid ) w 
COU 
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could ſee into the bowels of the 
ſolid earth , and there diſcerne 
minerals,& quarries, & ſprings: 
Itis impoſſible but that in our 
ordinary converſing with men, 
we ſhould often with £/ops dog 
catch at ſhadowes , and let goe 
ſubſtances. 


CAP. 17» 
Of the deluſion of the eye by ftrar 


tagems of warre. 


my for ſtratagems of war 
I will inſtance only in two, 
the one of our owne Chronicles 
deviſed by Stygan, no 
of (anterbury, & put upon Wil- 
lia the {ouguerorat hisentrance 
into Kent; by commanding his 
ſouldiers ready armed to range 
themſclues into three ſqua- 
drons with young trees, or big 
boughs intheir hand, and ſo to 
attend the comming - of their 

enemy; 


7 
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enemy; the conquerour,(accor- 
ding to the Archbiſhops pro. 
jeR) ſuppoſing hee had ſeene a 
wood before him, and till 
marching towards it,found him- 
ſelfe to be wrapped inthe midſt 
of his enemies, before he could 
diſcry where they lay incam- 
ped. The other 1s out of the Ro- 
man hiſtory, invented by Hans 
niball, and put upon Fabiwe, by 
tying wads of ſtraw to Oxe- 
hornes, which being fired, and 
the Oxen let looſe towards the 
enemies campe , inthe dead of 
the night, ſome of them affrigh. 
ted with the fight, as it drew 
nearer & nearer toward them, 
withdrew ' themſelues from 
their tents, and by little & little 
drew the reſt after,till at length 
Hannibel found a cleare coaſt 
to eſcape with his army, being 
before hardly beſet; and in great 
Rraights. To theſe may bee oe 
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ded two other famous over- 
fights in warre, of the ſame na» 
ture with the former, but diffe- 
ng inthis, in that they were 
rather incurred, then impoſed: 


87 


the former by Charles Duke of Comines, 


Burgundy , vvho lying at the 
liege of Par; and having cer- 
tine intelligence of the Kin 

drawing toward him , for the 
riſing of it, ſent out his ſcouts 
to diſcover the coaſt , but the 
day being ſomwhat farre ſpent, 
and clowdy withall,they tooke 
2 field not farre off,overgrowne 
with high thiſtles, to bee the 
Kings pikemen (as Gaa! in the 
booke of Indges tooke the ſhad- 
dowes of the toppes of the monn- 


tames to bee men) Which errour g: 26. 


cauſed afterward in the Dakes 
army much trouble and ſome 


loſe. The latter is of the Aſos- 2. Kings, , 


bites vvho miſtooke the mor» 3* **: 


ning ſhining of the Sunne mw 


The vanity of the Eye. 
the waters for the colouring of 
bloud: the words of the text be Þ 
theſe, and when the Moabiter 
heard that the kings were come wp 
to fight againſt them, they gathe. Þ® 
ity In able 4 ak 
Sees guns upward,and ftood in Þ* 
their border, and they roſe early 
in the morning when the ſunne 4s Þ 
roſe npon the waters,and the Mo 
abites ſaw the water over again 
them,as red as blond, theyſaid P 
the kings are ſurely ſlaine,and on F 
hath ſmitten another: now there- 
fore Moab to the ſpoyle; and when 
they came np to the hoaſt of Iſra- 
el, the Iſraelites aroſe and ſmote 
the Moeabites ſo that they fled bes 
fore them, but they invaded thew 
and {mote Moab: not much un- 
likethus ſerious narration'is that 
jeſt which &eAccords puts on 
the Duke of Fandoſme,the com- 
mon tabour of the French wirs, | 
who(after their faſbion)having F 
cauſed 
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f eauſed his wine (1n the heat of 
e ſummer) for the better qualify. 
; Þog and refreſhing of it , to bee 
p ct downe ina bucker,, intothe 
bottome of his well, & not long 
er _ toſce the man- 
of it , having never before 
= = io = water, and 
t nly eſpying it, bur 
d entertain fro whence 
ſhould proceed,.runs in in all 
aſte, and.cryes for help for the 
eating down of the Antipodez, 
were drinking his wine in 

he bottome of the well. 

CaP. 18, 


If the deluſion of the e5e by pain- 


{LIG 


Heſe latter examples may 
not unfitly bee reduced 
y the delaſion of the fight, 
yrought by the ignorance of 
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atarall cauſes , but among al 
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artificiall OY of the eye, 
(wherot 1 intended inthis place 
chiefly to ſpeake) that of pain- 
ting , andlimming 1s the moſt 
noble ; by which not onely un 
reaſonable creatures,as birds b 
flying at painted grapes haue 
beene deceived ; but men alc 
nay (which is more) a Painte 
himſelte; bidding his Corrivall 
(if hee feared not ſhame by his 
worke, )todraw hiscurtain,andg' 
preſent his table: tothe publike 
cenſure , whereas the curtair 
was indeed but counterfeit; anc 
by that meancs vvas the price 
adjudged the latter: for that the 
one had deceived birds onely 
the other men. For ſo it js that 
this ſenſe which I finde not it 
any of the reſt, is ſo bewitchec 
that its the moſt delighted wt 
tis moſt deceived by ſhadow 


Ings,and land-skips,& in mi 


king counterfeitsfor truths. 
CAP, 1 


The vanity of the Fye. gt 


CAP, 19» 


That the eyes ſerme not onely as 
treacherous porters, and falfe 
reporters in naturall and arti- 
ficiall things, but alſo as ſecret 
sntelligencers, for diſcoverin 
the paſſions of the minde, an 
diſeaſes of the body. 


_ Net doe our eyes onely 
ſcrne as falſe reporters to 


the minde, innaturall and artifi- 
od ciall things, bur as ſecret intel- 
Fligencers, in morall matters, for 
1 diſcovering her weakeneſſe to 
the world. Thus by a fierce ſpar- 
ny kling eye, weediſcover anger; 
dy an open ſtaring eye , unſtay- 
edneſſc: by a rowling unſetled 
eye wantonneſſe ; by a hollow 
M4 waneye,cnvie,and icalouſie;by 
H: hauty skornfull eye pride; by 
a narrow dejeted eye, baſe- 

"+4608 E neſſe; 


. . Corners of the world:and of Eſay, | 


. gazing about in the ſtreetes of they 
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neſſe;by a dull fixedeye, heavi- 
neſle of ſpirit ; many times ts 
the ſhame, and ſometimes to 
the diſadvantage of him that is 
diſcovered;his enemies by this 
meanes gaining advantage to 
worke upon that paſſion by 
which they ſec him poſleſſed,or 
to which they judge him moſt 
inclined : to this agrees that of 
Salomon, Wiſedome u inthe face fti 
of him that hath underſtanding; fi 
but the eyes of a foole are int 
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The daughters of Sion are hanty | 
and no with ftreched outhi 
weeks, and with wandring eye 
wherefore the ſonne of Sirachiþi 
counſell is good, Goe not thos 


city, neither wander thos in the 
ſecret places thereof, for a wiſe; 
man will eaſily diſcry thee and beer 
that bath underſtanding will 
&now thy thonghts, Neithes willſp; 
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for having injuriouſly accuſed 
her,that in the fabricke of mans 
body there wanted chriſtall 
windows in the breſt, to diſco» 
ver the thoughts, & divers pal- 
ſions of the heart to the world, 


Ca. 20. 


Of the infinite diſeaſes ang caſu- 
alties which the eye is ſubjeft 


unto. 


Ow beſides this ſecret in- 

telligence, which the eye 
giues the world of the ſoules 
weakneſle ; and the bodies im- 
perfeRions; I finde themiclues 
ſubjeRt to farre more diſeaſes 
from within,andcaſualtics from 
without, then any other mem- 


ber. (barren in his booke of f- 


wiſdome counts the Gditcaſes on- 


ly to be 120, but Rhodigin, who 


runs overthe particulars,brings 
1n a catalogue ofa greater num» 
ber, 
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ber, and Lawrentins in his trea- 
tile of the eye, purpoling to 
ſpeake of this matter begins in 
this manner. / will not undertake 
(faith he) in this place ro ſet down 


, | a7 exatt deſcription of the diſea= 


ſes of the eye, it being an enter- 
priſe too tedious, which would 
require at leaſt an hunared ſeve- 
rall chapters, the particulars ave 
ſo infinite. And ſure if we confi- 
der aright the divers peeces,and 


_ of the eye, as the three 
u 


mors,the 7 tunicles,the muſe 
cles,the vaines, the arteries,the 
nerues, the ſpirits, and withall 
underſtand that each of theſe 
hath his ſeveralldiſcaſes proper 
toit, beſides thoſe which are 
many time imparted from the 


diſtemper of the braine (with 


which the eye beholds a mar» 


/ velous correſpondence ) and 


thoſe which are incident to the 
whole ball of the eye as exceſſe, 
E 3 or 
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or defeR inquantity,improper 
ſcituation, or figuration or the 
like , cannot but conceiue as 
muchas is before affirmed,eſpe- 


cially if to theſe internall diſca- 
ſes we joynethole externall ac- 
cidents, oftenſiue to it, winde, 
duſt, ſmoake , gnats, ſtraines, 
ſtripes,bruſes,ſometimes tothe 
diminution,& ſomtimes to the 
depravation, and not ſeldome 
to the totall loſſe and periſhing 
of the ſight. But aboue all it is 
moſt conſiderable rhat light the 
very obje& in which it moſt 
delighteth, and comforteth it 
ſelfe, is not withſtanding moſt 
hurtfull and dangerous to it by 
diſperſingand diflolving ( as it 
were)the optick ſpirits;as may 
appeare by S. Paw/({trikenblind, 
with alight from heauen which 


ſuddenly ſhone round about | 


him:and by Zenophons ſouldiers 
who travelling many dais, 
through 
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through the ſhow, the greateſt 
part of themloſt their light; To 
this end 'tis worth the remem- 
-| bring,which Gale» mentioneth 
in his traR ofthe fight,that D4- 

oniſircs the tirant of Sirily bein 

diſpoſed to puniſh any vvit 
blindnes, would firſt caſtthem 
into a deepe dungeon in which 
was no creviſc, or chinke for 
admiſſion of the ſunne beames, 
where having kept them by the 
ſpace of certaine daics, they 
were in acleare ſun-fhine wea- 
ther, inmediately from thence 
brought into a higher chamber 
full of lights, and all paricted 
over with a bright kind of plai- 
ſter;by which meanes ſurfiting 
(as it were) and glutting their 
eyes upon the new freſh luſtre, 
within a while(accordingrto the 
tyrants deſigne ) they became 
ftarke blinde. The truth of this 
affertion is alſo proued by the 
E 4 experi» 


Li.1o de 


Tat 


uſu parti- 
UmN.ca 3+ 
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experience of ſceing the ſtarres 
at noone day, fromthe bottome 
of a deep well, or when the ſun 
is ecclipſed(as T hucidides wit- 
nefſeth it happened in his time ) 
the ſight being otherwiſe ſo da- 
zeled with the clearenes of the 
Sun beames, that it cannot pol- 
fibly apprehend or diſcern thoſe 
lefler lights in preſence of the 
greater:but beſides theſe aſſaults 
of the ſight from without, and 
diſeaſes ariſing from the natu« 
rall diſpoſition from within; di- 
vers kindes of meates, and ſau. 
cesthereare,in our ordinary dis 
et, which ſerue as much to di- 
miniſh or depraue the ſight, as 
to nouriſh or augment the bo- 
dy of theſe. D.Basly in his trea- 
riſe of the eſervation of the eJe- 
fght, hath muſtred up a faire 
troup; which mixed with ſome 
other accidents, 'the ſchoole 
of Salerne hath notwithſtan- 

ding 


Me rhe Er 
ding ſummarily , and pithily 
comprehended ina few verſes, 
and Lech they are happily 
rendred by S. John Harington I 
will ſet them down in our own 
mother tongue. 


Wine women,bathes by art or nature 
wrokght, 
Onuons, gariihe , muſtard-ſeed, fire 
andlyght, 
$m0ake bruſe:,duſt pepper to powder 
rowght, 
Bene: lentiles, ftraimes,wind tears, 
and Phabuo bright. 
And all harpe things owr eye fight do 
moleſt , 
Yet watching burts them more then 
alt the reſt. 


Among which one hath unhap- 
pily marked two things, as of- 


fenſiue to the fight, which not» 


withſtanding are moſt neceſſa- 
ry in the life of man, hic & hee 
3gn%, the one to the preſervati- 
on of mankind,and the other of 
particulars . The former of 
E 5 which 
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which notwithſtanding is foiid 
to be lefle offenſiuetothe eye» 
ſight in other countries, cſpeCci- 
ally in the higher Germany then 
*is here with us; there being e+ 
ver intheir hypocauſts a con- 
ventent nub: Howbel the 
fire be never ſeene ; ſo that, the 
ſcorching heat(which is it that 
dries the chriſtallin humor,and 
by thatmeanes hurts the eye)is 
not felt in thoſe parts. Others 
there are, whonote two other 
things,as uſcful in another kind 
and yet as offenſive to the eye 
and to that purpoſe alleadeg the 
authority of the ſame author. 
Shee that hath hap a husband badto 
bury, 
And 1: therefore un heart not [ad,but 
merry; 
Yet rf in ſhew good manners ſhee will 
keepe, 
Om10ns or mnſtardſeed will make her 
weepe. 
But for my part I tooke ef) oy - 
a 


«6 


all notice of watching , and 
teares, the one being the readi- 
eſt meanes to gaine knowledge, 
& the other to giue vent to our 

riefes,to which may be added 

aſting,as hurtfull cothe ſight & 
yet more uſefull in a Chriſtian: 
mans life then any yet named, 


4 CAP, 21. 

$ 

«| That the eye ts not ſo uſefull for 
: gathering of knowledg,as ts pre: 
tended, whether we conſeder ut 


_— init ſelfe, on in re- 
ſpe of the bearing. 


Nd ſurely for the gaining: 

of knowledge I durſt con- 
fidently aftirme,. that were the: 
eye never ſo indefatigable ;; un 
watchingor informed the inner 
facultics aright in all it appre= 
hended ; yet in moſt things can 
it not poſſibly without the wp 
of: 


p | # # . 


of hearing, hunt out the trueth, | 
finceas well in the workes of þ 
art as nature, that which hath is 
greateſt force in aRuating, and fchi 
quickning the thing wee tce(as Þ 
the ſoule inthe _—,) isnot- ſer! 
withſtanding it ſelte for the 
moſt not ſcene ; the ſtatelineſſe 
of houſes, the goodlinefſe of 
trees, when wee behold them 
delighteththe eye;but the foun- 
dation which bearcth up the 
one, and the roote which to the 
other miniſtreth ſap and juice, 
isin the boſome of the carth 
concealed. And generally the 
fight is not capable, but of cor- Jn 
porall, accidentall , particular Je 
things ; and in them onely of | v 
their cruſt, and ſurface, and It 
that only in dire& objes,and F) 
by helpe of the light : where- It 
as the hearing apprehends all Jt 
{ 
| 


manner of ſounds, from all dif- 
ferences of places, as well from 


ve Vanity of the Eye. 


dehind as from before, and that 
fitall times as well in the darke, 
1 fas in the day , and that vvbich 
1 chiefly makesfor the increaſe of 
knowledge, univerfalls, imma- 
erialls, and the inward parts of 
; things. Therfore Socrates as for 
other things, ſo for this among 
' fthe reſt was adjudged by the 0- 
ncle the wiſcſt living; that ca- 
ſting his eyes upon a faire bur fi- 
lent face,he bid him ſpeake, that 
he might ſee him: as if hee had 
aid in other tearmes that the 
ſenſe of hearing,makes more to 
the dion of -the true 
nature of things, then that of 
ſceing;and in this cafe one care- 
witneſſe is of more value then 
ten eye» witneſſes. Thus doc we 
judge by the hearing onely of 
the remper of mertals,the found- 
nefſe of timber , the emptineſſe 
of veſſells, the deepnes of wa- 
ters; & ordinarily, in the _— 


iS 4 i 4 
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of life , we finde the hearing tc 
be the ſenſe of precept and rule 
fafe, and certaine alike; but the 
other of example, & imitation 
no leſfe dangerous, then incer 
taine, Whence it is that we haue 
heard of many blinde men whe 
haue become famous for wiſe 
dome & learning ; but of deafe 
men we haue not heard of any: 
for which cauſe (as I ſuppoſe) 
in our common law ſuch as ar 
borne deafe , though they ſee 
perfely well, yet are they ran- 
ged among mad men, lunaticke 
perſons, and children ,, whom 
(as BraFonaffirmeth)in caſes of 
felony, their very want of com- 
mon reaſon and underſtanding 
priviledgeth trom the ordinary 
- puniſhment inflited by law:but 
- for ſuch as are borne blinde I 
find no ſuch priviledge;the law 
tuppoling them to-bee as cape- 
able of reaſon as others, and not 
only 
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tgonely capable ro conceiue rea- 
le4fon,but to expreſle ir as well by 
heſpecch as writing, which in men 

NJ borne deafe is not onely unuſu- 

all but (in mine underſtanding} 

qJ impoſſible. Wherupon in the ci- 

vill law, though they be indeed 

ef excluded fro interceſſion or po- 

fy ulation as they call it, (though 

4 upon a blind*reaſon in my judg- þ Quod 
= yet are they not forbidden in vgniz 
to ſupply the places of judges, _— * 
if or magittrates, it being not the \. 1.0." 
blindneſſe of the body,but ef the podinr. 
minde, which taketh away the d. p. 1.1. 
faculty of judging; as the judi» 3: * 7+ 
cious Horroman hath well ſtated x, que, 
the queſtion; affirming withall, illuit. 

in the ſame place that hee ſeeth Qu- 28- 
no Canonicall hindrance , but 

that men blind from their very 

birth may be ſufficiently inſtru- 

Red in the civill law, and other 

liberall ſciences : upon which 
grounds I will remember,at = 
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laſt commencement faue onefw 
held at Cambridge, twas pro-fy 
ved, and defended that a blindſ, 
man might lawfully ſupply thefc 
place of a judge. And thus much}k 
my ſelte 1 dare confidently aff 
firme, that want of ſight is ma- 
ny times the occaſion of cutting 
off partiall reſpes, then which 
nothing is more inwardly nece- 
flary to the office, and rightfull 
proceeding of a judge. Now 
how forwardweareto paſſe our 
Judgment according to the out- 
ward appearance, let that one 
example of Samwel ( one of the 
uprighteſt judges that ever //- 
rael bred ) ſuffice to proue, who 
being comanded by God to an» 
noint one of the ſonnes of 7/4, 
King of 1/rael: when they were 
all. come before him, he looked 
on Eliab the eldeſt and faid,/wre» 
ly the Lords annointed ts before 
him, but the Lord ſaid unto Sa- 
we! 
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wuel looke not on his countenance 
O-fwor on the height of hu ſtature,bes 
Indfcavſe I hawe refuſed him, for God 
ſeeth not 4s man ſeeth,for man loo- 
chIheth on the outward appearance, 
af-J bur fo beholdeth the heart, 
1JwhichineffeQis the ſame thing 
neflthat S. Tames condemnes in his 
Epiſtle tothe 12 tribes; If there ,, x, 
come into your company(ſaith he) 
« man with a gold ring + goodly 
apparrell, and there come in alſo a 
poore man in vile rayment & you 
- | hane 4 reſpeft to him that wea- 
reth the gay cloathing are yee not 
partiall in your ſelues : and are 
become judges of evill thoughts? 
Whence the Evangelicall Pro- ,,, x, ;! 
phet E/ay ſpeaking of the Aſef- 
ftas;tels us that the ſpirir of wiſe- 
dome and connſaile ſhall reſt upon 
him, and immediatly addes this 
as an eftet flowing from 1t,or a 
ſigne to diſcern it by,he (hall not 
judge according to the ſight of the 
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Eccleſ. eyes.(ommend wt therfore a ma 
in his beanty, nor deſpiſe a man i 
bu outward appearance.Now be 
fides the cutting off of theſe pary 0 
tiall reſpes in a judge, blindy c: 
nes alſo occafioneth (as 1s alrea4 
dy proved at large) the takingg (: 
away of luſtfull lookes, which t! 
as often prevent the courſe off a 
juſtice, as may appeare in theſ 
ſtory of Suſanna , and by thith 
worthy ſpeech of Pericles tofl j 
Sophocles , who admiring and} n 
commending the faire face of af c 
boy that paſſed by, Pericles tel-f | 
leth him plainly, that not onelyf t 
the Pretoys hands ought to bee 
cleane from bribes, bur his eyes 
too ( & that much rather) from 
tuſtfull lookes. But now to re- 
turne again from the particular 
office of a judge, to the generall 
point propoſed which was the 

thering of knowledge & wil- 
me:we read that Democritus 
ſuppoſing 
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ſuppoſing the ſharpnefle of his 
fight to hinder the quicknes of 
& his wit;was contented to plucke 
out both his eyes for the better 
compaſſing of that one cnde , 
which hee attained ſo well that 

of (as Tally witneſſeth of him, ) Tuſc. 5: 
hy though he were not able to put 
qa difference between blacks and 
whites, yet was he able to di- 
ſtinguiſh Loma good & bad, 
juſt and unjuR, honeſt & diſho- 
neſt, and without the varjety of 
colours could hee line happi- 
ly, without the knowledge of 
things he could not, and when 
others faw not that which lay 
before their feete, hee travelled 
through all infinity , ſetting no 
ſtint to his boundleſſe conceit ; 
and I ſurely for my part am 
clearly of opinion,that howbeir 
bis praQiſe in this caſe, bee not 
to be allowed much lefle his ex- 
ample to be followed ; yet the 
reaſon 
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reaſon and ground of the ationſ 
was not ſo {trange, and ridicu-P 


lous as ſome men haue concei-f 
ted it, it being a neceſſary cer- 


taine means for the unity of theſſgre 


thoughts, and by it redoublingſo 
of their force , which by theſþ 

ſight are commonly diſtrated 

inthe variety of objets; & by 

conſequent looſe much even offi6 
their naturall ſtrengrh;the truthſſc 

of this aſſertion partly appeares 
in that little but excellent de- 

ſcription of the Spaniard: life inf] 
which among all the maſters of 
all conditions whom Lazarilo 
de Tormes ſerved ;we findnone 
comparableto his blind maſter, 
for the ſmelling out of his kna- 
veries;but yet more fullyin our 
night meditations , which by 
reaſon of the reſtraint of off 


ſight ſpring from our moſt re- 
tired thoughts ; and by this 
meanes for the moſt part ſayour 

as 
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hs much of judgement, & _ 
u-Selſe, as thoſe of the mornin 
j-of quicke & ready diſpatch; or 
r-fwhich cauſe (as 1 ſuppoſe) the 
hefgreeks haue givEthe ſamename, 
oo the night & good invention: ***** 
id one of the ſharpeſt Philoſo. g... 
hers that ever put pen to pa- 
xr, borrowed his name from 
arkneſſe. Beſides it is noted of 
r Saviour ( whoſe 1mitable 
: | Any ought ever to bee our 
» patterns) that he prayed oftner Mar.6.6, 
nin the night, or alone in the 
fygrden,or upon the mountaine; 
oIthen in the day , or in the pre- 
eBſence of company:and himſelfe 
commands us the praftiſe of the 
| ame exerciſe retired apart, and 
| our chamber dore ſhut; & ſurely 
Treaſon me thinkes teacheth us 
| thus much, that the ſoule being 
ſhut up,and kept in from peep- 
ing out, and as it were gazing 


abroade through the or" 
0 
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of the body, ſhee muſt by con-ſ 


ſtraint refleRt her beames upon 
the contemplation of her ſelfe, 
and ſuch things as ſhe hath be- 
fore apprehended. 
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(ontaining an anſwer to an ob je- 
fon that man alone hath there. 
fore given him an upright figure E 
of body, to the end he might be- 
bold the heavens. 


F any here obje& that God 
hath given man aboue all 0- 
ther creatures an ereR and up« Þ 
right cquntenance , and (as the 
Anatomilts haue obſerved) one Fi 
nerve morethen to bruit beaſts, 
for the turning of the eye up- Þ 
ward, to the end hee might be- þ 
hold the heavens, and in them, 
rs large charaters drawn in 
re velom) the glory of their þ 
maker ; I anſwer that man in- | 
deed 
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ed conflidered in the Nate of 
tegrity, might & would haue 
ade excellent uſe thereof; but 
1 the ſtate of corruption the 
reateſt part, either thereby are 
"duced to Idolatry ( as hath 
ene before ſhewed)) or which 
no leſſe pardonable with The- 
+ whiles they looke up into 
aven,fall into the ditch of cu- 
iofity , and preſumption , and 
om the contemplation of the 
harres(notwithſtanding that in 
roducing particular effteRts , 
hey concurre onely as univer- 
all cauſes) ( ruſhing into the 
iaire of God) haue perempto- 
ily decreed of the alteration of 
thole Rates, the deſtinies of 
rinces,& private men: ſecrets 
- ho doubt ſealed ap & faſt lock- 
. kd within the boſome of the e- 
ernall wiſdome; but only when 

* ft ſelfe pleaſeth upon extraordi- 
 Jrary occaſions, to diſcloſe and 
' 1mpart 
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impart them to the ſonnes of 


. men; and (which is worth th 


obſerving ) whiles theſe me 


pretend to ſee inthe ſtarres the 


notable ations, and events of 
the whole world, (as Aenippu 
is fabled to haue done from the 
circle of the moone ) yet knoy 
they not many times what is 
acted in their owne cloſers by 
their owne ſervants, and chi 

dren, or with their wiues and 
daughters in their own houſes: 
Farallel with theſe figure-fling 

gers may not unhtly Be match. 
ed thoſe fortune-tellers , whe 
undertake to foretell men and 
womens marriages & fortunes 
by their pretended art of Phiſi- 
ognomie and chiromancy , the 
one conſiſting in beholding, the 
trayes of the viſage,& the other 
the lines of the hand ; but the 
folly of both appeares in that 
one Wiſe anſwer of Socrates to 
a 


$ 
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$2 profeſſour of theſe arts, who 
.j looking Redfaltly on him, and 
nf out of the grounds of his pro- 
of ſeſſion pronouncing him to be 
J vitiouſly given, Socrates replies 
that indeed he ſaid ſomewhat if 
Ja man /iued asa beaſt,, and fol- 
lowed the diſpotion of his in- 
-{ bred corrupt nature, not rei- 
hed by education or morall 
vertucs 


Cav?.'23. 


| Setting downe at large the hinde= 
rances of the eye in the ſervice 
of God. 


Ow to proceed from the 
little ſervice which the cie 


I15 


performes us in the gaining of 


knowledge to the ill offices 
which it ſupplics in {pirituall 
exerciſes, let every man in this 
caſe but examine his own con» 
ſcience , cither when himſelfe 
= F ipeakes 
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ſpeakes to God in prayer , or 
when God ſpeakes to him inf, 
preaching (which two are as it; 
were the aſcending and deſcen. 

ding Angels in Tacobs ladder )|, 
and he ſhall (urely finde,thatthe 


divell takes occaſion to with.E, 


draw his minde from the feri-f,_ 
ous thoughts of thoſe exercilcs|, 
by nothing more then by the 
wandring of the eye, for the 

prevention of which miſchicfe],; 
we ſee thoſe that are appointedÞ}; 
to die in commending them-fi: 
ſclues to God before the ſtroakÞ 
of juſtice, and others as well at 
thankfgiuing at meales , as 
other publike prayers clole 
their eyes, & cover their faces; 
which howbeic fome others 
cenſure, yet do I nothing doubt] 
butthe pradice of it firſt rew [ 
out of a ſenſible feeling of this 


1.Cora: kindeof temptation. W hence it [| 


10. 


isthat S, Pax! commands wo [| 


en 
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" tobe covered im the (hurch, 
'Þ reaſon of the eAngels, either 
Feaſt the bad Angels by thar 
means take occaſion to ſtirre up 
1? thoughts (as ſome interpre- 
ers thinke) orleſt the Miniſter 
ho is elſ- where named the 
gell of God, ſhould thereby 
ike offence (as others are of 0- 
inio) which cuſtome remained 
nong the Corinthians ( unto 
hom S. Paxl wrote this E- 
tle ) unto Tertuliax: time, as 
imſclfe witnefleth in his book 
velandis virginibus in which 
diſputes excellently for this 
eſent purpoſe. S«ch( faith he) 
Ce the eyes of the virgin that de- 
eto be ſeene,as thoſe that deſire 

ſee her, the ſame kinde of eyes 
fre interchangeably to ſee one 
her, and it proceeds from the 
roote,the forwardneſſe to ſee 
to be ſcene ; wherefore let the 
rin flue to her bead-covering 
'F2 « 


118 The vanity of the Eye. 


as to her helmet or target byſ 
which ſhe may defend her ſelfe a 
gainſt the aſſault; of temptation 
axd againſt all the darts of ſcan 
dall, 4 ms ny and emu 
lation I beſeech thee whether tho 
be a mother,or a {ſter,or 4 daughy 
ter,cover thy head gf a mother forge 
thy ſonnes ſake, if a ſiſter for th 
brethrens ſake, if a danghter fore 
thy fathers ſake, for all ages art 
indangered in you: pat on tbere4di 
fore the armour of modeſty, i 
trench your ſelues within the bul 
wark of ſhamefac' dneſſe build ugto 
a wall for the weakneſſe of youſ: 
ſexe that neither your owne eye$o! 
may pearce through it, nor admiſſih 
otheys; for I cannot imagine hott 
ſhe ſhould eſcape unpuniſhed, whit 
% wnto others the cauſe of fallingtt) 
for ww + py $10 beau 
ty,and thow art become a ſworſit1 
ro hins. The Arabian women theffen« 
faall judge you , who cover - T 
; | [2 
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byfpeir heads alonegbut (a5 Suſanna 


a-Pefore the Indges, and Rebecca 
pnÞefore Iſaach ) the whole face in 
nejuch ſort as they are content ras 
her to ſee with ove eye, then in 
ſeeing with both to haxe their 
rhS»bole face ſeene.ln regard wher- 
forof for ought I know 'tis no dif- 
bjommendable order which the | 
fmlewes (who driue the name of ,, 
rtvirgin from retiring, and hi- 05g 3 
re4ing her ſelfe) obſerue at this 
infday in their Synagogues, that 
{heir men haue their ſcats in a 
roome apart,and the women a- 
wihart by themſclues,there paſſing 
1:gonly a thin partition betweene 
them, in imitation of . which 
offibcreisa Church lately built in 
he Duke of Wirtenberges COUNs 
»any, at the Dukes owne charge, 
tbe faſhion of which is to con» 
rived that neither the men ſee 
the women,nor the women the 
»mecn,and yet both heare the mi- 
x F 3 niſter 


Ii19 
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niſter ſufficiently alike ; and" 
{urely to ſpeakea truth (for oft} ® 
my {clfe haue ſcene or beard byf® 
report of others, or read out off 
written relations) I thinke no tt 
where in Chriſtendome is theſ® 
like freeneſſe for the promiſcu-J® 
ous ſitting of men and womer t 
together,asin ourEngliſh Chur.|P 
ches;eſpecially our wome wea- l 

ring no manner of vaile which t 

in other countries is uſefull not} © 

onely intheir Churches, bur in|! 
their ſtreets toozin which kind b 

villam: the very Tarkes as a French 4 

/ bibcap.1, gentleman reports ( who liuedy }* 

long among them ) are ſopre- ( 

ciſe, that if a woman paſſing by 8 

diſcover any part of her body} 5 

naked, if but her hand, they e-| 

ſeeme her little better then af * 

curtiſan; and the ſame gentle-J® 

man in his firſt booke of thef( 
fame worke , diſcovering the 


mannersofthe Yenerian wome 
- notes 
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ogy notes that their virgins being 
FJ once paſſed 14 yeares of age, 
,yi untill che day of their marriage, 
off never ſtep, over the threſhall of 
1 their fathers dore, but only up- 
ref on Eaſter day, to heare maſſe 
1.44nd recelue their Creatour ( as 
-p0 they tearme ir) which done rhe 
;r | poore ſoules returne iImmediat» 
+ {ly into their former priſons, 
{there to remaine & exſpeR the 
| comming of a husband. So that 
nd it 1s to be feared leſt thoſe Ara- 
df $14nr.and [ewes,and Twrkes,and 
hi Papifs, ſhall one day riſe in 
df jadgment againſt thoſe Chri- 
| ſtians, 'who preſent themſclues 
yl Þxfore God and his holy An- 
vi gells, in the aſſembly of his 
i Saints, With painted faces and 
af naked breaſts, as if they came 
rather to be ſcene of men, then 
| ( as David ſpeakes ) to ſee the 
# beauty of God in his Temple. 


F 4 CAP, 
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CaP, 24, * 


T hat ſuppoſing the fight hinders 
not,yet 15 it proued that it fny 
thers little in matter of religs- 
on, together with the anſwers 
to ſundry obieftions belonging 
to that purpoſe, | 


Either, to ſpeake a truth, 

ſee I what great ule wee 
haue -of our ſecing though 
rightly guided in the furthe» 
rance of the ſervice of God or 
our owne ſalvation, but only in 
beholding theoutward circum» 
ſtances of the ſacrament, the 
want of which may alſo fuffici-J 
ently be recompenſed by the 
other ſenſes of feeling and ſmel-| * 
ling,but eſpecially - hearing and 
taſting ; whence it is that men 
borne deafe are excluded from 
this ſacrament by the common 
coſent of Divines but not blind, 
howbelt 
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I howbeitD anew in his booke of 
the ſacrament affirmes that A. Li 5. 15, 


Bezaand himſelfe lining in Or- 


*| /cans, admitted one HMerardine 


borne deafe to this ſacrament, 
being induced thereuntoby rea- 
ſon of certaine ſignes which he 
made for the demonſtration of 
his faith ; but how hee ſhould 
come to the knowledge, which 
might guide him to the making 
of fuch ſignes;or how the mini- 
ſter by them might apprehend 
his conceits, neither doth Da» 
new expreſſe, nor (to ſpeake a 
truth )can I imagine. Firſt then 
for faith which S. Paul defines 


to be the evidence of things not Heb.r2.1 
ſeene,and,by which we walke, not *Cox. 5-7 


by ſight, wee find it tobe bread, 
by hearing only as the ordinary 
meanes, and nouriſhed by the 
fame alone, as by the ordinance 
of God,that only caſe of the fa- 


craments excepted z and there- 
Fs fore 
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fore it is not ſaid that a colour 
Or a _ rooke fleſh, but the Jt 
word that was incarnate, that 
was god, 2 for hope, Paxlin an 
Ro. 8.24, Other place ſpeaketh thus, hope 
that i ſeene is not hope, ſor how 
can a man hope for that which bee 
ſeeth?bat if we bope for that which 
we ſee not,with patience we abide 
whiles wee looky not on the things 
which are ſcene, but on the thing! 
which are xot ſeene;for the things 
which are ſcene are temporall,but 
the things which are not ſcene are 
eternall. Laſtly, for charity the 
1.18, third theologicall vertue,S. Pes 
ter highly commends them to 
whom hee directs his Epiſtle, 
for loving the Lord Teſs, whom 
= had not ſcene and re joycin 
"n 
[ 


2 Cor 4. 
18, 


im with joy unſpeakable an 
q_ ow. To the wiſh then of 

Mat.1z. thoſe Propbetrand Kings, or as 
16, the other Evangecliſts haue it 

righteows men{ making them re- 


.Ciprocall,) 


The vanity of the Fye. 


qu 
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ciprocall, ) whodeſired to ſee 


the day of our Saviour,and ſaw 
it not,l anſwer that their delire 
concerned not ſo much the be- 
holding of him face to face, as a 
diſtin and particular know- 
ledge of the Meſſias and the 
vertue- of his incarnation and 
paſlion : in Which ſenſe eAbra- 
bars is ſaid to haue rezoyced to 
baue ſeene his day, and he faw 
it, and was glad, and the Apo- 
les eyes are pronounced bleſ. 
fed for. ſeeing thoſe things 
which they ſaw, for otherwiſe 
Indas that betrayed him, Plate 
that condemned him,the Prieſts 
that accuſed him the faithlefſe 
Iewes that ſpit him 1n the face, 
crowned him with thornes , 
buffeted him with their fiſts, 
whipped him with rods, railed 
on him ; and nailed him to the 
croſſe ; ſhould be more happy 
then weezto whom the _— 


To.$, 56. 
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the Goſpell isfully revealed; or 
then Moſes,and Paxl,of whom 
the one was 4 fuithfull teward 
in the houſe of God, and' the ©- 
ther the Dottor of the Gevtlies; 
in nothing inferiour to the chiefeſt 
of the ApeFtler;neither of them, 
notwithſtanding having ever 
ſeene our Saviour inthe fleſh; 


'Luk.2.30 and for the ſong of Simeon, Now 


letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 
peace , becauſe mine eyes bane 
ſeene thy ſalvation: I am ſurely 
of opinion that his peace con- 
fiſteth not fo much m1 this, that 
hee had ſeene our Sauiour with 
his carnall eyes, and imbraced 
him with the armes of fleſh, as 
that hee ſaw himby the eye of 
faith and imbraced bim in the 
armes of fpirituallafteRion; as 
*is truly (aid of theblefſed Vir» 
gin, that herbleflednefle confi- 
ted not fo much in bearingour 
Saviour in her wombe,as in her 
heart: 
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heart: and for that ſpecch of S. 
Anguſtine,{if it bee his) where 
he 1s ſaid to hauedefiredts haue 
ſeene three things, Rome in her 
flower, Paxl in the pulpit, and 
Chriſt in the fleſh; I may juſtly 
ſuppoſe his meaning to haue bin 
rather in livinginthoſetimes of 
the purity ofthe-church for the 
fuller clearing of ſome contro- 
verfies then a foot in his time, 
then out of any curioſity of {ce- 
ing the perſon of our Saviour, 


CaP,. 25. 


T hat the Popiſs religion conſiſts 
more in eye-ſervice then the re« 
formed. * 


©) adverfaries indeed, 
place a great and maine 
part of their ſuperſtitions wor- 
ſhip inthe eye-fervice ; inthe 
magnificke & pompousfabrick, 
and furniture of their Churches 
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and attiring their Prieſts; in ga-Pth 
zing upon their dumb ceremo-Jwe 
nies, Which with very multiqof | 
tude as leaues cover the fruites]w! 
in beholding the daily elevation 
of their Idoll in the maſle, (for 
the greateſt part heare nothing) 
& laſtly in fixing their eyes up- 
on pictures,and images; giving 
them the Titles of remembran- 
ces for the learned,& books for 
the laity. And ſurely I am per- 
ſwaded that it may very cleare- 
ly bee ſhewed out of the hiſto- 
ry of the Church , that Images 
never came to be of that uſe, & 
1n that requeſt which now they 
are, before the preaching of the 
Goſpell grew fo cold; that the 
Idoll Prieſts nor able to ſuffice 
their auditory in hearing; were 
forced to ſet up,and the people 
conment to receiue thofe Idols, 
for the fatistying of their minds 
by ſecing. But S. Paul was of an- 
other 
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0 


Iwherc hee affirmeth that Chriſt 
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ther j _— in this cauſe, as 
ye may (ce in the third chapter 
f his Epiſtle to the Galathiany, 


29 


vvas deſcribed (the originall Velſ. x. 
word is painted forth ) before rem 
their eyes,and among them cru- 

cified, which was not (as ſome 
Prieſts haue fottiſhly urged in 

mine hearing ) any corporall 
crucifix or picture upona wod- 

den table or glaſ-window with 
materiall colours , but a lively 
demonſtration in the evidence 

of the ſpirit,as may be gathcred 

by the wordes themſelues, be 

fides the drift of the place: and 
beſides all this they haue frame 

ed to themſelues, inſtced of an 
inviſible head in heaven; a viſt- 

ble head here on earth, as if the 

not ſceing of a thing tooke a» 

way the not becing or working 

of it ; and thoſc glorious titles 


which are given either to the 
inviſible 
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inviſible eriumphant Church a 


boue, or the militant truly con} 


ſiſting of rhe ele here below 
they tor the moſt part attribute 
to a viſible congregation of the 
Pope, and his Cardinals in their 
conſiſtory,or to the aſſembly o 
an cecumenicall councell, 


CAP. 26, 


That the ſight of the creature 
helpeth ws little in the know- 
ledge of God. 


L=Y for the ſight of the 
creatares and frame of the 
viſible world, as $. Pax! ſhew- 
eth in the firſt to the Romans, it 
ſhall rather ſerue for the inex- 
cuſablenes & condemnation of 
thoſe that belceue not, then for 
the furtherance of the ſalvation 
of themthatbelecue:neither(to 
{peak atruth) 3s the fight of the 
creature ſo much availcable > 


me 


l 


d) 
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knowledge of the creator, 

as the underſtanding of its de- 

ann from him, & working 

dy him, which notwithſtanding 

be is rather gotten by hearing then 
irgoy ſecing : and to grant all thar 
of may bec reaſonably required in 
this cale, yet ſtill on the other 
ſide mult it neceſſarily be yeel- 
ded unto, that in all the articles 
of Chriſtian religion (howbeit 
ſome of them may be proved by 
concluſions drawne from the 
ſight) che words of our Saviour 
to Thomas ought to prevaile 
with all-truc heartcd chriſtians, 
bleſſed are they that bane not ſeen, 
and haxe beleeved, it being then 
moſt acceptable to god,toyeeld 
our conſent in beleeving, when 
the experience of ſenſe, and the 
reach of reaſon moſt faile us, & 
when they ſerne us beſt not to 
aſſent ſo much for their ſakes; 
of which we hauc uſe onely as 
men 
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men,as for our faiths ſake alone 
which properly belongeth to us 
as Chriſtians; There are (faith $, 
Auguſtin ) in the beginning of hit 
booke of the faith of inviſible 
things, whe thinke chriſtian reli- 
ion rather to bee (corned, then to 
b beheld, becauſe init nothing is 
demonſtrated which may be ſeen, 
but the faith of things which aye 
nat ſeen 1s de or a, 
we know that we onght to beleene 
many temporal things, which we 
ſee not, that hereafter we may bee 
counted worthy to be admutted to 
the ſight of eternall things which 
we now beleene: whence 1t is that 
men utterly voyde of the ſenſe 
of ſceing, bring with the minds 
for the molt part better prepa- 
red to religious exerciſes, then 
the common ſort , remember 
more,and praftiſe it better, 


CaP, 27, 


Ne 


US 
Y 


u 
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CaP,. 27+ 
That the eye of the eaſe ſwing, 


that of the underſtanding and 
ſpirit waxe more cleave. 


O ordained it is, in a manner 

by God, and nature; that as 
when one eye is deprived of 
ſight, the other ſces better then 
it did before; or as Jobn Bap 
decreafing,(briſt increaſed; and 
as the houſe of David waxed 
ſtronger and ſtronger,the houſe 
of Saul waxcd weakerand wea- 
ker;ſo when the eye of the out- 
ward ſenſe growes dull, & dim; 
the intelleQtuall eye of reaſon, 
and the ſpirituall eye of faith , 
grow more freſh,and cleare;be- 
tweene which three I finde the 
like proportion , as betweene 
the life of man in his mothers 
wembe, the world & the king- 


dome of heaven. Thus we tec 
Paul; 
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his ſenſ{c,and the opening of the 

eyes of his underſtanding, to 

hauc hapned in a manner at the 

ſame inſtant: and in the Eccleſi- 

Ruff, |, 1. aſticall ſtory, Paphnutins Come 
cP-17- forts Maximms his friend with 
this ſpeech that the mortall 

light of their bodily eye being 
extinguiſhed, they had gained 

afuller fruition of heavenly and 
immortall brightnefſe. And in 

the Goſpell we read not of any 

on whom our Savionr wrought 

ſo many miracles, as upon the 

blind, 'in reſtoring their ſight; 

which muſt. needes argue in 

them an extraordinary ſtrength 

. offaith: the vertue & effect of 

his working being ever propor- 

tioned to the belicfe of thoſe on 

whom he wrought. To which 

wee may from thence bee the 

more eaſily induced to grant af- 

ſent , for that among all thoſe 

blinde 


Pauls blindnes in the eyes © lin 
mM 
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ofÞlind men which the Scripture 
hefames and commends to our 
toKonſideration, we finde none of 
he hem branded with any norori- 
7. ous vice ; but on the contrary, 

z- {many of them of excellent ver. 

h Jeue,renowned in their ages, and 

1 jcommended to poſterity: as Els 

> [& Sampſon both types of Chrilt; 

1 1465jab though blind, yer coun- 

| 


I35 


ted worthy to bee one of Gods 
ſeers; Iſaas and./[acob both chief 
I Pathfarchs and pillars of Gods 
choſen people : of whom the 
one though hee knew not his 
ſonnes when hee bleſſed them, 
yet in the manner of bleſſing he 
deſerved to know them; by his 
blindneſſe being occaſioned,the 
effeting of Gods purpoſe, in 
the ering of Iacob before 
Eſan,and the other, having laid G,,, ,,, 
his handsathwart upon his two 
Nephews, anaſſes & Ephraim Gen. 48. 
would not remoue them accor- 
*3x7 7 ding 
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ding to the adviſe and deſire of efo 


their Father Joſeph ; but fixed 
them according to the guidance 
of that light which directed 
him from within, and when he 
could hardly ſee with the eyes 
of his body , his ſonnes which 
ſtood before him, yet with the 
eyes of his mindedid he foreſee 
& foretell what ſhould become 


of each of them and their iſſue F 


for many generations enſuing. 
To theſe may be added out of 


the New Teſtament the blinde Þ 


Bartimew, who left his cloake 
behinde him on the earth , and 
with it his carthly affeQions,to 
follow our Saviour : and out 


of the Apocrypha Tobias of | 


whom S.«A#gvſtine ſpeakes on 
this wiſe. O the light which T 9- 
bias ſaw,when hu carnall eyes be- 


ing ſhntte, hee ſet bu ſonne, not- 


anf. 10, PithfRanding into the right way 


34: 


of life and trode ont a dirett path 
| before 
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efore him ( 4s 4 guide ) with the 
er-erring foot of charity. 


CaP, 28. 


e Treating of the divers proviled- 
ges blinde men. 


E) VrSaviour himſelfe giues 
teſtimony of him that was 

| borne blinde,that neither his nnox Toh 93+ 
 Þ« parents fin was the cauſe of it, 
wt that the works: of God might 
» Be made manifeſt, which reſtimo- 
by 1 find not given to any other 
 Infirmity of the ſenſe or diſcaſe 
frche body. But yet more ob- 
able ſcemeth the laſt verſe 
f the ſame chapter, where our 
\ Paviour not onely excuſeth 
lindnefſe , as not proceeding 
om ſinne, but makerh it in a 
manner the cauſe of not finning 
if you had beene blinde ſaith be, 
yow had not ſinned ) both which 
aſlages I conkefſe to be ſubjet 
0 
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betoge,to make known hi 
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to interpretation, and for thei 
full clearing to need many di 
ſtintions ; yet for my purpol 
is the letter alone ſuftictent, i 
which no doubt but under thi 
very rinde of it(as inthe whol; 
Scripture beſide) the ſpeake 
being the grave forme of the gos 
head,and the eternal wiſedome 
hi father, intended ſome ſpect 
all thing , beſides the gener 
drift, & ſcope of the place. Hi 
meaning in th:ſe words may 
ſomewhat the better appeare,1 
wee compare them with then 
in the Goſpell, where ſpea 
king by way of parable of the 
reat ſupper provided in the 


— of heaven, when the 


bidden gueſts refuſed to come 
he expreſly by name comman 
ded the blind to be brought in 
and placed at the table; and in 
verſe or two immediatly going 
hs ca 


ay. 
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and reſpe even toward thoſe 
4 who are indeed bodily blind,he 
q exhorteth his Diſciples and fol 
jowers, that when they makea 
J feaſt, one of their chicfe cares 
9 ſhould beto invite the blind, as 
their principall gueſts ; beſides 
reaſon and law exempteth them 
from perfonall ſerving in the 
warres. And inthe Leviticall 
law of the Iewes, wee finde an 
heavy curſe, to be laid on ſuch 
as ſhould lay a ſtumbling block 
before the feete of the blind, or 
turne him out of his right way: 
and the ancient Rowanes 1mpo=- 
J ſcd on ſome of their chiefe fa» 
I milics the ſurnames of blind & 
q lameto thisend(ſaithP lutarch) 
that the people ſhould not 
$korne at thoſe imperfections, 
and by that meanes:. contemne 

or ne thofe excellent gifts 
I of the mind which many times 
I reſide in ſuch bodics, Hence 

"HOT. lob 
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Tob when hee would make his 


innocency cleare to the world, [4 


knew not how to expreſle it 
more cffeQually, or in better 
tearms;then the profeſiing him. 
ſelfe to have beene an eyeto the 
blind, And LZews the 8 of that 
name who was the onely.Saint 
or at lcaſt one of the two in the 
whelc three races of the French 
kings; howbeit hee wonne ma» 
ny glorious conqueſts againſt 
the infidels, -and erefted many 
goodly buildings for religious 
perſons, 'yet was hee thought 
worthy that honour for no- 
thing more, then for inſtitutin 
the Colledge of the 300 blind 
tnen, upon occalſton of ſo ma» 
ny of his ſouldiers, ' who were 
taken in his warres againſt: the 
—_— and fem home with 
thejr eyesput obt:the colledge 
2s yoo Randicig bird y arid'at 
this day. devoced: to the ſame 
| — uſc, 
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uſe,howbeit not repleniſhed in- 
deed as it hath beene. 


CAaP.,' 29, 


That blinde men need not com- 
plaine of the want of pleaſures, 


P berialy the ſenſe of their 


griefe 'by blindnes much 
ſſexed;which © prowed by the 


ſtrong impreſſion of thoſe ob- 
jets which are preſented by 


the yo. 


Ow befides this reſpect 
which God & man ſeemto 
tive toward this infirmity,me 
thinkes it need not much com- 


ven in this world.Beſides thoſe 
tothenight, the mantle 
efe&tsand ap wer 
by —_—_—— mother of 
mmion and lone; the repoſe and 
defy ep of TG daicg 'labvur, 
il 2 as 


plaine of thewant ofdelights e- 
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as the morning 1s againe,a freſh 
entrance &.overturne tothe re- 
newing of travell:our dailycares 
in this caſe being likened to the 
marygold or dazy,which open- 
cth with the riſing of the (unne, 
and ſhurs with the ſetting. And 
whereas the Poet witneſſeth of 
the (arthaginian Queene, that 
hercare had alwaics ''recourſe 
cowards the evening; I ſuppoſe 
it not ſo mucho be meant of a 
ſober and ſetled, as of adiſta- 
Red, and diſtempered minde; 
ſuch as he ſuppoſes hersto haue 
beene; if then the night bring 
not tedionſneſſe 'with it , why 
ſhould aday which islika night 
be thought to bring it ? though 
T detiy not but to- leaſures 
of the night may alſo be added 
thoſe which wee uſe as com- 
monly inthe day; in hearing of 
bookes read, 'in playing upon 
mulaxall tnſtruments.in ms 

ng 
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ſing with friends,”ia exerciſing 
many paſtimes, w® require not 
the uſe of ſeeing. Nay in thoſe 
very ſports which feeme neceſ- 
ary to require it, as- bowling, 
ſhooring, coiting , ſhoufgroa- 
ting, &the like;how many haue 
we {cen beyond cxpeRation ex- 
cellent ? in which kinde Theard 
reported by thoſe, ro whom I 
glue credi; ; that,y;;4} -Arwnſier 
Guimini a gentleman of good 
note in the province of Britau« 
»y,when any of hisacquaintance 
or other ſtrangers come to viſit 
him;he takes a ſingular delight 
in deſcribing tothem his maps, 
and pifures;as they hang in or- 
der in his gallery, and in com- 
mending unto them ſuch or 
ſucha peece or ropermn for 
rare workmanſhip ; ſurely in 
my. underſtanding -. thoſe de- 
hights which. blind men con» 
cciue tothemiclues muſt needs 
G3 affe& 
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affe&t them muchas being freed] ſe 


from that loathſomnefle, ſhame, 
terrours;gricte,antipathies,and 
fearfull dreames which by the 
glaflie gate are often conveyed 
in and preſented to the minde; 
whoſe objes as they are in 
number more, and in ation 
quicker,ſo are they for certain» 
ty more undoubted , and for 
impreſſiondeeper then thoſe of 
any other ſenſe this faculty nee- 
ding leſſe helps in working and 
apprehending her objeRs in a 
farther diſtance and preſenting 
them tothe common ſenſe, and 
from thence to the imagination 
with greater life and affurance; 
iaſomuch that the beſt Poets & 
orators lead by art, and come 
mon people by nature, when 
they would make knowne:a 
deepe paſſion they haue concei- 
ved, are wontto expreſlc it by 
theſe or the like teames, 7 my 


ſelfe 


. 
7: 


nd 
he 
ed 
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d] ſelfe was an eye witneſſe, or I [aw 


ﬆ with theſe eyes, which Marke 
eAntony well underſtanding in 
his fanerall oration upon the 
death of [ulivs (ear that hee 
might throughly incenſe and 
inflame tho people againſt the 
murderers; opened the hearſe 
where the corps lay and ſhew- 
ed them the freſh bleedi 
wounds which {z/ar had recet- 
ved inthe Senate, as the Lacede- 
monian women were wont of- 
ten to preſent to their ſons the 
bloody ſhirts of their Fathers 
ſlaine in the warres, thereby to 
make them more ſenfible ofthe 
injury,and mindfull of revenge. 
Since then the operation of the 
fight upon the imagination be 
thus forcible/ris no marvellthar 
Pigmelina a graue Roman prelate 
lining not long after the primi- 
tiae Church, being falne blind; 
was wont ſolemnly to thanke 
G4 God 


- lis Church,and eſpecially 7v/s- 
" anthe Apoſtate. And Perrarch a 


Dial.96. 
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God,that by that means he was 
freed from ſcing the enemies of 


man renowned alike for varie- | , 
ty of reading, dexterity of wit, 
and ſoundnefſe of judgement in } £ 
his dialogue of blindnefſe,com- | . 
forts the affeted and afflicted 
in that kinde with'this mcdita- | 
tion; Indeed(quorh he'\thou can? | 
not injoy the pleaſure of ſeeing the | | 
corny vallies, the airy mountains, ; 
the ſhadowey grones, the flowry 

bankes,the cleare fount aines, the | * 
chriſtall rivers the greenmedowr, | 
and (which i beld moſt delight= 
full to looke mpon )the face of man, 
but conſider withall , that thou 
canſt not ſee filthy dunghils heaps 
of dirt and excrements,ugly miſ- 
Shapen monſters, raw, and rotten 
carrions , and the like : the very 
ſeght of which 1s many times as of- 
fenſine to the ſtomacke, as loath- 
ſome 
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ſome to the eye. And ifthere were 
none other commodity in blind- 
neſſe, yet for this alone, were it 
even to be wiſhed for:that ſince 
there is no hope of flying from 
the beholding of baſe & ſhame- 
full peRacles, which at every 
turning preſent themſclues(the 
raigne of vice, and baniſhmene 
of vertue,being every where a- 
like) the loſſe of the fight, may 
fcrue for a kinde of flight and a- 
voidance of thean:and by conſe- 

nent to a minde vertuouſly 

iſpoſed, of comfort and con» 
tentment; and therefore God 
when hee would pronounce a 


bleſſing up6 /eſ6ab by the month * 


TZ. Zn, 


of Haldaththe Propheteſle de- 
livered it intheſc tearms, Behold 
therefore I will gather thee to thy 
Fathers and thow ſhalt be put m 
thy graue in peace, and thine eyes 
ſhall not ſee all the evil which 7 


will bring upon this place;now as. 
G5 theſt 
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theſe kind of objeRs are offen- 

five to the vertuous, ſo on the 
other fide good divines are of 
opinion that, in the conſumati- 
on of the world,it ſhall beone of 
the greateſt terrours to the un« 
converted Gentiles , behold our 
Saviour comming in the clouds 
with power, and goeat gloyy, and 
to the unbeleeving Jewes, to ſee 
the Son of man, and to looke upon 
him whom they hane pierced 
through,and to both to ſee Abra» 
ham, Iſaac and lacob, and all the 
Prophets in the kingdome of hea- 
ven and themſelues ſhut out. And 
ſome thinke that Doves his ſee» 
ing of Lazar in eAbrabams 
boſome was no. leiſe rorment, 
then his ſenſlible feeling of hell 
fire,and that that Zedechias (ee 
ing his ſons to.be {laine grieved 
bim more them the putting out 
of his ownc<ics,and that the Sa» 
maritame Captaine was more 
puniſhed. 
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uniſhed. ia beholding the a+ 14--- : yes 
—_ of wy Ker the *** _ 
great dearth then in being pre(- |, 
led rodeath before he could eaſt TT 
of it. And laſtly that the mother 19 
of the Machabees was more *7- 
worthy of praiſe for the look- 
ing-onthe martyrdome of her 
ſeaven ſons with a conſtantand 
patient eye,then for ſuffering tt 

in her owne body once, of this 

am. I ſure that it had beene far 
better for Atrilius Regulus if he: 

had bin borne blind and never 
feene the ſunne then to haue in- 
dured that pnniſhment by ſce- 
ingitwhich the Carthaginians 

laid on him by cutting of his 
eye-lids and binding to- apoſt 

with his face oppoſite to the 

fan beames, and I doubt notbuc 

the ſame might as juſtly be af- 
firmed of Hens Noabs. {fonne 

and Zots wite , of which the Ge, 
one had his fathers Curſefor 2.19 


looking 
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looking forward when hee 
ſhould haue gone backward 
with his brethren,and the other 
Gods curſe for looking backe- 
ward when ſhee ſhould haue 
gone forward with her huſ- 
band;and if I might preſume ſo 
farre upon the readers pati- 
ence, I would here ſet downe 
the ſtory of a diflembling 
knaue diſcovered by Duke 
Hamphry , tor whom no doube 
it had beene better to haue been 
indeed blind then to haue pre- 
tended the recovery of his 
fight by ſuch a notorious co- 
ſenage; the ſtory is recorded 
word for word, by Fox asfol- 
loweth : Inthe yong dayes of 
Hexry the 6 beeing yet under 
the governance of Duke Hum- 
phry his proteour there came 
ro S.eAlboxes a certaine begger 
with his wife, &there was wal- 
King about the towne begging 


3» 


=. » OS 


The vanity of the Fye. 


5 or 6 dayes before the Kings 
comming thither ſaying,that he 
was borne blind & never ſaw in 
his life ; and was warned in his 
dreame that hee ſhould come 
out of Barwicke, where he ſaid 
he had ever dwelled to ſeeke S. 
Albon and that hee had beene az 
his ſhrine,& had not beene hol- 
pen, & therefore was he to goc 
& ſeek him at ſome other place, 
for he had heard ſome ſay lince 
he came thither, that S. A/bones 
body was at {olen, bur of truth 
as I am ſurely informed helieth 
at S. eAlbones ſaving lome re. 
liques of him which there they 
ſhew ſhrined ; but to tell you 
forth when the King was com- 
ming to the towne, full ſudden- 
ly thts blinde man at S.. Albones 
ſhrine had his ſight againe, and 
a miracle ſolemnly rung, & re 


| dexmſong; ſothat nothing was 


ſpoken of in all the rowne, but 
this 
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this miracle fo hapened ic then{q, 
that Humfry Duke of Gloceſter, ann 


a man no lefle wiſe then al(c 
well learned, pretending great 
joy to ſee ſuch a miracle, called 
the poore man unto him; and 
firſt ſhewing humſelfe joyous 
of Gods glory ſo ſhewed in the 
getting of his (ight, and exhor- 
ring him to meeknes, and to no 
aſcribing ofany part of the wor- 
ſhipto himſclfe,not ro be proud 
of the peoples praiſe , who 
would call him a good & godly 
man, thereby at laſt he looked 
well upon his eyes, and asked 
whither he could {ce nothing at 
all jn all his life time before, & 
when as well his. wife as him- 
telfe affirmed faftly, no then he 
looked adviſedly upon his eyne 
againe, and ſaid, I belecue tt ve- 
ry well, for me thinketh you 
cannot ſee wel yet;yes fir quoth 
he, Ithanke God and his holy 
martyr 


D 


The vanity of the Eye, 


martyr I can ſee now as well as 
any man: yea can quoth the 
Duke, what colour ismy gown; 
then annon the beggir told him 
what colour quoth hee is this 
mans gown,then annon tue beg- 
ger told him the names of all 
the colours that could be ſhew- 
ed him , the Duke ſeeing thar, 
bad him walke traytor, & made 
him to bee ſct openly in the 
ſockes; for though by miracle 
he might ſuddenly bee broughe 
to ſee any colour, yet could he 
not poſſibly ſo ſuddenly diſtin- 
guiſh between thier differences 
&divers names, except he had 
knowne them and heard them 
nemed before no more then the 
names of all the men he ſhould. 
ſuddenly ſee. 
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CaP., 30. 


That blinde men neede not com 
plaine of diſability in ſerving 
the common-wealth which u 
proved. by ſome reaſons, but e- 
ſpecially by examples. 


\ Thers there are who ha- 

ving loſt the uſe of their 
eyes, complaine not ſo much of 
the loſſe of pleaſure with itz as 
of their indiſpoſition , by that 
meanes to ſteede their friends, 
or to ſerue the common-wealth 
as they deſire. To whomT reply 
that what is neceſfary, is alſo of 
neceſſity pardonable, and when 
wee cannot doe as wee would, 
God and good men accept the 
will as the deed ; and what is 
wanting inactuall performance, 
may be ſupplied wich teares, & 
prayers to the publike good: 2, 
to ſome end no doubr it is, that 


both 


— F414 & & 4 


be vanity of the Eye. 
doth the Poets, Painters, & co- 
medians of all ages haue conſen- 
tedto repreſent the 4 great mo- 
narchs of humane affaires , the 
God of riches, the God of lone, ju- 
ftice, and fortune all blindfold, z, 
I find partly by credible report 
and partly by written hiſtory, 
that many famous men haue li- 
ved (beſides ſuch as are before 
upon occalion named ) of all 
eſtates, and of all ages, who ha- 
ving loſt the light of their eyes, 
haue notwithſtanding remained 
as lampes and torches in the 
world , to ſome by their good 
counfell and good adviſe. For 
Emperours, 1ſac:us & Conſt an- 
tine the 6 of that name , ſurna- 
med the Imagebreak;r,both Em- 
perours of the Eaſt. For Kings, 
Alphonſus the 4 king of Spaine, 


& Tohn king of Bohemia,who (1- pJ,carch, 
ding himſelf with the French in Dial. g6- 


a ſer battle againſt the Enghihb, 
& 


Tuſc 5. 
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& underſtanding that our men 
were in great hope to haue 
wonne the glory of the day, 
commands himſclfe tobe led in- 
to that part of the fight, where 
the king of England was, whe- 
ther being brought, ſpurring his 
horſe into the thickeſt ranckes 
of the enemies,by his example, 
drew his followers after him,& 
ſo purchaſed the viRory to the 
French , though by his owne 
death.For a Prophet Tireſias,the 
light of whole eyes being taken 
away, it was replanted with u- 
ſury in his breaſt; wherefore the 
Poet never brings him in com- 
plaining of his misfortune in 
the loſſe of his ſight, but Poly- 
phemus that unreaſonable mon- 
ter he deſcribes, making a dia- 
logue with a Ram, & commen- 
ding his eſtate, in that he could 
goc and come whether & when 
he liſted, but 1n that (faith Tul- 
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y) hee was ſurely little wiſer 
then the Ramme, to which he 


ſpake. For an Archbiſhop, Ros 
bert Waxcop, a Scot by birth, 


who notwithſtanding he were Carion. 
borne blind, profited fo well in 155» 


the ſtudy of Divinity ; that hee 
deſerved and obtained the de- 
gree of a Docour in that facul- 
ty,in the Vniverſity of Pars; & 
not long after going to Rome, 
was by Paul the 3 conſecrated 
Prieſt,and withina while Arch- 
biſhop of Armach in Ireland, & 
at length m_—_ a larere,by In- 
lina the 3 : his monument is to 
be feene in the monaſtery of the 
minorits at Pars, For a Biſhop 
Richard Foxe, founder of Cor- 
pres { brifts Colledge here in Ox- 
ford; whoſe foundation hath 
yeelded oile to many rare lights 
for learning & religion, among 
which were:, { ardinal; Poole, 
Lodovicws Vives, Iuell, Hooker, 
Wotton, 
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Wotton, and that rare PreſidentF 
of induſtrie and piety Toh» Rays 
olds; behinde the reſt indeed in 
time, but infcriour ro none of Þ 
them in variety of reading , or Þ9 
ſtriAneſle of life. For profeſſed F6 
divines venerable Bede, and l[e- 
rome Z anchie ax Italian , the 
principall reformed ſchoolman; 
who during his blindnes wrote 
that excellent tract of the ſpiri- 
tuall marriage of Chriſt and his ſ# 
Church: And in one of his ſights 
P aphnutins, which was put out 
by the Arrians for withſtanding Þ 
their hereſfie , whom for that |/ 
very cauſe (as Ruffin witneſſerh || 
in his eccleſiaſticall tory) Con: || 
ftavtine had in that reverence & |/ 
eſtimation, that he would often |' 
ſend for him to his Court, lo- | 
vingly embracing him, & gree- 
dily kiſting that eye which had 
loſt his owne light,for maintat- 
ning that of the catholike do» 
arine, 
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neftrine. For a lawgiver Lycar- 
,$#, tor renowned generals 75- 

| infwoleon and Zicka that worthy 
of Bobemian;who after that he had 
or Fought,and wonne many pitch- 
dd fields againſt the enemies of 
ſe. foods church;lying on his death 
he cd, willed that after his death, 
1n; bis sKinne ſhould bee made a 
te Kirum; which his enemies hear- 
i. fiag.they mighe as wel feare him 
is fafrer his death ; as they did flie 
ts from him aline. Not inferiour 
it [to Zirkaes courage was Bels/a- 
g [ris his patience , Generall of 
t [Inſtinians army , who having 
h brought the Yandales on their 
- [ knees, triumphed over the Per 
© | fans, (wept the Gothes out of 7- 
1 | 14/y, growing by that meanes in- 
. | to regutation with allmen, and 
by conſequent into ſuſpition & 
jclouſice with the Emperor;was 
firſt diſmiſſed from his offices, 
and thea his cyes put out; inſo- 
much 
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much that afterward living in a 
baſe cottage,nearea beaten high 
way,he was wont to beg in this 
forme: Paſſenger gine Beliſarius 
an balfe penny whom vertue rai, 
ſed, and envy blinded, To theſe 
may bee added the example of 
Tyrrhenus, who having lott his |ci 
eycs ina fight with Lygdamae, 
commanded his body to bee ſet 
right againſt the face ofthe ene- 
my as great peeccsare wont to 
bee mounted, that ſo hee might 
diſcharge his darts upon them, 
and art leaftwiſc in receiving his 
deadly wound,ſfupply the rome 
or ſpare the turne- of a valiant | 
& ſceing ſouldier: laſtly among |Y 
the ancient Eapraincs/(as Plu- 
earch hath'worthily :obſerved) | 
fourc of the greateſt waryjers, |t 
and that baue done the nobleſt |t 
exploits, by wir had: but foure, | 
eyes, Philip, Hannibal, Antigo- |! 
new,& Sartorim For a ſtatiinan, | 
eſppriv 
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ppins Claudius ſurnamed the 
llinde, whoſe counſaile againſt 


${P7rrbw had itnot prevailed,the 


9 
- 


eye of the common-wealth had 
beene. extint, For a Lawyer, 
Cains Drafins whoſe houſe was 


f frequented as the oracle of the 


, 
4 
, 
, 
p 
; 


| 


city, and by whom thoſe that 
guided him to the pleadin 

place, were themſclues — 
to the winning of their plea- 


ding. For Pocts Thamyre, Steſi= vm 7 wi 
cherws, and Homer who was not ir. 


onely blind, but tooke his name 
of blindnes, & yer gauc light to 
fall that writ ſince in that kinde, 

having in ſuch ſort deſcribed e- 
very creeke & corner of Greece, 
the ran ng of battles, the man- 
ner of fights, the (i wm of 
townes,the paſſions of men,that 
though: bimſclfe ſaw nothing, 


yet hath heecauſed us to ſee all 


theſc as in atable or'glafſe, For 


a Rhetorician Paſſerarime, who 
not 
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not long ſince in a publike leJy 
ture in Paris madea learned &Ft} 
eloquent oration in the comglz 
mendation of blindnes , whichiR 
Ocat- ule. 1s printed & extant in his book Tn 
of orations. For Philoſophergg 
Strabo Zenarchus , ſometime in wardlg 
lib. 14. with Auguſtxs, and Aſclepiadedh 


of his blindnes , but that being 
wont to walke alone hee had ale; 
boy ever attending on him, and{ p 
as the Perſian kings uſed otherſy 
mens eares,ſo did he other mens]y 
eyes; totheie may beadded Ni-{; 
cholars and Lippe both Floren-|y 
tines , and well knowne (as it], 
ſeemes) to [ovianus Poxtanus,l 
who reports of them that thej; 
one every holyday was wont toſy 
recite our of the pulpit ſome hi-[ , 
ſtory of the bible, or the annals|y 
of their country in Italianverſc,] 
with an extraordinary cocourſe] y 
0d eopiraſter all the lnneadly, 
who 
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e4who then lived in Floyence;and 
SIthe other being but young dai- 
Fly frequented the ſchools of the 
MRhbetoritians and Philoſophers; 

marveilous was hee in the ſtu- 
rgdy of antiquity and perfeQion 

of the Latintongpue, and for be- 
eFhaviour inaccoſting his friends, 
exceeding pleaſing, yet to his 

SIblindneffewas alſo added pover- 

| a[ty, & to both youth, of all ages 
1d] moſt impatient of miſery, boch 
erlwhichnotwithſtanding he bore 
NI with ſuch indifference of minde 
4-125 hee ſeemed to bee ſenſible of 
#%-[neither, For Hiſtoriographers, Cz1.li.z. 
It Lufidins Pretorins and eAſco- a+! 3, 
Wm Pediances For a Mathetna- 
heſtirian , Diodoru the Stoike , Tv(c-5- 
tl who lined in T##ies own houſe, 
and which ſeemed ftrange', 
ls] would in that caſe cxaRly = 

ſcribe to his auditours from 


{el whence, how farre, and in what 
manner their geometricall lines 
\ AIM H were 
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| weretobeerawne. Andlaſtly 


my ſelfe haue ſcene more then 
once inthis Vniverſity a blind 
manin our ſolemne meetings: 
making agodly and profitable 
ſermon to the body of the Vni- 
verſity afſembled:and ſure Iam 
perſwaded be ſpake by fomuch 
the more from the conſcience, 
and by conſequent to the con» 
ſcience, by how much the leſſe 
hee truſted his papers or his 
minde was diſtrated by the 
ſight of his auditors; tending to 
which purpoſe is a merry jeſt, 
howbeit ſeriouſly related by 
him who had written Bedaes 
life, that his guide perſwading 
him one day as hee paſſed by an 
heape of ſtones, that the people 
( according to their wonted 
manner) were there aſſembled 
to heare him preach ; the good 
old man mooucd ar his ſpeech, 
Was 


for the worke of the miniſtry, 
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The vanity of the Eye. 
wascontent to giue them a ſer- 
mon, but there betng no body 
preſent to ſay Amen,at his con- 
clufion, the very ſtones cryed 
out Amen venerable Prieſt, by 
which meanes being then bap- 
tized by the name of venerable, 
hee hath retained it ever ſince. 
Otbetter uſe and more certain- 


ty is that hiſtory which S. 7e- xpiq ; z. 


rome 1n his Epiſtle to Caſtrari> 
» (written upon like occafion 
as this preſent diſcourſe )recor- 
derth to hane falne out during 
his infancy, which he reports in 
this manner; $. A»thony being 
ſent for by S. eAthanafus to 
come to Alexararia tor the re- 
futing and beating downe of 
the Arrian herefie then a foor, 
Didimu anexcellent divine bur 
blind in both his eyes,came thi- 
ther to viſit him,the ſharpneſſe 
of whoſe wit S. Anthony admi- 
ring demands of him whether 

H 2 he 


The vanity of the Eye. 


he conceiued any griefe or nof q 
for the want of his 6, £3} ns 

Didimn ſeeming by his lilence 
and modeſty confeſle ,. the o- 
ther replies that he could not 
but much marvell how fo wiſe] © 
a manas himſelfe could be moo. | |, 
ved with the loſſe of thate eyes, | f 
which were common to hjm 
with mice, and flies, and gnats, 
and not rather rejoyce in the 
fruition of thoſe which were 
proper to Saints and Angels. 


I66 


CAP. 3I. 


Concerning 4 concluſion of the 
whole diſcourſe by way of pri» 


vate meditation or (oliloquie. 


TX and the'like conſide- 
rations may in ſome good 
meaſure, ſerue to qualifie the 
griefe conceiyed for the lofſe of 
that ſenſe, which by juſt proofe 
vvee finde 1n uſc to be more 
dangerous 
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dangerous then neceſſary ; and 
withall rouſe up our thoughts 
to theſe or the like heavenly 
medirations. I haue loft I con- 
fefle the © fruition of the fight 
of the heavens; but by that 
loffe I know the worth of thacr 
fruition the better ; and now 


mine eye is ever: fixed upory 
the Sunne of rightcouſneſſe,the 


heavens. Mineseyes were the 
guides of my body, bat now 
mineadvantage is that where- 
as mine eyes at their beſt could 
bot prevent many cafualtmiſ- 
chietes,, now all the eyes of 
my friends as a continualbſen- 
tincll watch more tenderly o- 
ver mce, the Angels pitch 
their tentsabout mee, and. hee 
=_ neither —_— nor flec- 
pet 1s my Ccper - ruc” it 18 
that I cannot read good bookes 
as I was wont, but my childrem 
H3 Cay 


67 


framer and governour of the * 


_ 
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to meand more profit to them; 
well then, I will; not be: caſt 


which is ſubje& to! ſo 'many 
diſcaſes from within,and caſu- 
alties from without, but I will 
rather rezoyceforthenſe ofmy 
hearing the ſenile. of: wifedome 
and religion , by: which God 
ſpeakes to mee out of his word, 
and of my tongue by. which I 
ſpeake to him againe in prayer. 
Good God: _ many. in the 
world are blind infaith-& reli. 
gion? As Atheiſts, and Pagans, 
and T arkes, and lewes, and He- 
reticher, and 7asors ;. how! ma- 
Hy in judgement and reaſon ? 
As children and fooles and mad 
men and dotards, and drun- 
kards;what infinite numbers in 
their affeRiong,, with- anger; 
with feare,with loue, with ma- 
kce,with envy,with Pn 

| c 


can {wpply that with lefſe paine [i 


downe for the loſſe of my fight Ji 
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ke the Idols of the Heathen, 
haue eyes & ſee not? All which 
kindes of blindaes , as they are 
12 extent more univerfall,ſo are 
they in their nature more dan- 
gerous then that of the body, 
unto which alſo all fleſh in time 
muſt ſabje& it ſelfe , when the 
keepers of the howſe ſhall tremble, 
& they waxe darke that looke out 
by the window:s. Why ſhould I 
then lament as if I were alone 
or with a few only unfortunate? 
Wee ſee then the great eyes of 
the world,the ſun & the moone 
are eclipſed and darkned , they 
ſtill ſhine notwithſtanding up- 
ward; and after awhile recover 
againe their light downeward. 
Why fhould I then mnrmure if 
the eyes of this little world bee 
cecclipfed, ſince I knew that urt- 
wardly toward mine own foulec 
andupwardly toward God, the 
light of my minde 1s am 
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And which is more, I am ſu» 
that my Redeemer lrveth, and he 
ſhall tend the laſt on the earth,os 
though after my chin wormes de 
ftroy this body, yet ſhall I ſee God 
iu my fleſh, which I my ſelfe ſhall 
ſee, &+- mine eyes ſhall behold him, 
C& none other for me.T how o Lor 
wilt lighten my candte, the Loy 
my God will lighten my darknes, 
a 4 


word o Lord us a lanterne ants 


my feet,c+ alight untomy pathes,|” 
reach thy ſervant the way o Lord, | * 
and lead mee in aright path, for* 
with thee is the well of life, and in}* 
thy light ſhall wee ſee light, even" 
that light which ' ſhined in the}* 
darknes, and the darknes compres | 4 
bended it not,it bewg the bright- 4 
nes of the everlaſting hyght,the nn- k 
defiled” mirrour ofs the majeſtie of \ * 
God, & the image of his goodues, || « 
more beantsfwit then. the ſunne a- | * 
bone the order of the ſtars; of the || ' 
bot of helt9eriss not to berompe- | | 

. red 
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red wntoit, for night commeth up« 
Jon 57, but Chats CARNOE OVEN = 
ome thu: thau which openedſf the 
Jes of Tonathan after the eating 
od f the bonycombe,c5+ of Agar that 
g/be ſaw a well of water ſpringi 
w, 1*p for the refreſhing of her ſelfe & 
Joung babe ; and of Eliſhaes 


Wo / 
ſervant that he ſaw in the moun- 
9, 114ine horſes and charets and fire 
to ronnd about. Sweet Teſms thou 
4 [which openedſt the eyes of thine 
d, Apoſtles, when after thy reſurre- 
ay | (20m they tooks thee for a ſpirit,of ' 
iu {the two diſciples in the way to Em- | 
man when they knew thee not but 

in the breakin " bread; of _ 

Magdalen - Ae in ſeeing thee her 

Lord & Savsour, ſve ſuppoſed ſhe 

had ſeen the gardner(which ſhew- 
ed in them all the dwuineſſe of their 
carnal eyer,im — ſpiritu- 

al things.) Open thos the eyes of 
mine underſtanding that 1 may ſee 


the wonders of thy law , which is 
wy 
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my delight,the hony & the bony 
combe are not (o ſweet. I will lift 
up mine eyes then unto the monn4 
tains from whence my belpe ſhal 
come, the Lord ſpall preſerne me[, 
fro all evil, he fhall kgepe my ſoul, 
he ſhall preſerue my gomg out ani 
comming in, hee will guide me by 
hu connſell,ch after receine me to 
glory to the mount Sion, the Cityſ 
of God,the celeſtiall Ieruſalem, to 
the company of inuumerable An- 
gels, & to the congregation of the 
firft borne, whoſe names are writ- 
ten in heaven, & 10 G od the judge 
of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt aud 
perfeft men, to Ieſia the meds- 
ator of the New Teſtament, & to 
the blood of ſprinkliug that ſpeak 
eth better things then that of Abel 
and to unſpeakeable joyes, which 
either eye hath ſeen nor ear bath 
beard ,nor hae at any time entred 

. Snto the heart of man: now we ſee 
through a glaſſe darkety, but then 
ſhall 
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all wee ſee face to face, even as 
ne are ſeene, Then ſhall God wipe 
pay all teares from our eyer,and 
here ſhall be no more death, ne- 
her ſorrow,nenther crying,neither 
ball there be any need of the Sun 

Moone to ſhine in that (ity; for 
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' þ. tbe glory of God doth light it, and 
"7 e > u the light 7 it, Now 
4, (onto the Father of lights and yet 


- iſible God who dwelleth in 
”. Iight , that no man can attaine 

#nto , whom never man ſaw nei- 
ie. (ther can ſee,one in eſſence & three 
lee" perſons, be all honour and pow- 


#d fr for ever and ever. Amen. 


(4. 

"” Rode caper Vitest, tamen hic cum ft abu 
ho ad aras. 

el | In ins qued faundiCornua, poſit, erit, 
ch 

th 
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